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ways in which human needs are met in various 
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A Temple Prayer 
By Sarah Elizabeth Sprouse 


AM Thy temple, Lord of All; 
Thou art its Light. 

Forbid my tallow gleam shall fall 
Upon the night 

When Thou wouldst keep, in ever kind, 
Unceasing care, 

Thy holy, radiant Self enshrined— 
Shekinah there. 
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The Fundamentals Conference and the 
International Sunday School Association 


Sunday-school workers owe a great debt of 
atitude to the Christian Fundamentals Association, 
his Association is doing everything in its power to 

safeguard the Sunday-schools and churches from false 
and harmful teaching. In next week’s issue The 
Sunday School Times will publish an account of the 
Fourth Fundamentals Conference, which closed July 
2 in Los Angeles. It was a great and significant 
meeting, which should: carry far-reaching blessings. 
The Times is grateful for the confidenct in this 
“journal which was embodied in one of the resolu- 
tions, and regrets a serious error that was made in 
another resclution adopted by the Association, which 
will cause serious misunderstanding unless promptly 
corrected. That resolution reads: “As members of 
evangelical churches and representatives of the evan- 
gelical faith, we repudiate the ‘Religious Education 
Association’ as utterly Unitarian and _ rationalistic, 
and declare our conviction that the International 
Sunday School Association, by its proposed alliance 
with that Association, now deserves a total rejection.” 
The Fundamentals Conference has. evidently mis- 
taken the “merger,” which went into effect at the 


Kansas City International Sunday School Conven- 
tion, for an alliance with the Religious Education 
Association, which it emphatically was not. There 
was no suggestion at Kansas City that the Interna- 
tional Sunday School Association should have any 
connection with the Religious Education Association. 
Indeed, as The puny School Times’ editorial of 
July 15 stated, the Religious Education Association 
is “a movement from which at least one of the most 
rominent educational leaders of the International 
unday School Association was obliged to withdraw 
his co-operation because of its extreme radicalism.” 
The merger was between the two formerly separate 
organizations, the International Sunday School Asso- 
ciation, and the Sunday School Council of Evangeli- 
cal Denominations, neither of which is, or has ever 
had any connection with, the Religious Education 
Association, The newly merged organization is 
known as the “International Sunday School Council 
of Religious Education,” and the Convention almost 
unanimously voted that the word “Religious” here 
be changed to “Christian.” That there were, indeed, 
elements in the Kansas City Convention of which 
The Sunday School Times strongly disapproves will 
be seen from the leading editorial on the first two 
pages of this issue. ut Sunday-school workers 
throughout North America will vigorously ‘protest 
against the error and unintentional a of the 
resolution adopted by the Fundamentals Conference, 
and the Times is confident that that Association will 
promptly express its regret for and disavowal of 
the mistake. 
a. 


* Atrocious” 

God’s intolerance brings the greatest blessings 
man can know. God is so intolerant of sin that he 
gave his only Son to die in the sinner’s place, that 
the sinner might be saved and sin be forever done 
away. The saved sinner comes to hate sin with 
God’s hatred; and to love men with God’s love. He 
looks eagerly, also, for the return of the Son of 
God to this earth, to establish His kingdom of right- 
eousness over all men, and bring such blessings as 
never can come until He comes. Unitarians, reject- 
ing Christ as Saviour and as the only Son of God, 
reject all this; and their comments upon the Chris- 
tian positions are surprisingly significant. A minis- 
ter speaking in a Unitarian church this spring in 
New snegpend said of the “Fundamentalists” — those 
who hold the “faith once for al] delivered” — that 


there is in them “something of the dour savage the- 
ology of the old-time Calvinists... . Yet they have in 
their hearts a fire of joy that glows and burns, and 
radiates a wholesome vigor throughout their lives. 
You may meet them all over the continent. I have 
talked with a lighthouse keeper on the coast of Cali- 
fornia, with a specialist in electrical treatment in 
British Columbia, with a bank clerk in Manitoba, 
with a working housekeeper in New Hampshire, with 
a professional evangelist from Los Angeles, and many 
others of whom these are types. Each was aglow 
with the same message; each living in hourly ex- 
yectation of Christ’s advent; each seeking by Christ- 
ike conduct to be ready for his appearing; none of 
them specially concerned to participate in the day of 
vengeance which, since it is distinctly subsequent to 
the translating of living saints into the sky, is well 
removed from the range of practical possibilities. 
In every case it was their strength, joy, calm, and 
quiet that struck me, and not the atrocious accom- 
paniments of the theology. ...I only wish we had 
a tithe of their adolescent fervor in our liberal fel- 


lowship.” 
ax 
The Fretting Leprosy 


Worrying about the errors, or even the sins, of 
our friends or of the community or the world is 
sinful. It is assuming-an Atlantean burden which God 
never intended any human being to carry. The chief 
responsibility we have for such conditions is that of 
prayer for God himself to remedy them in his own 
way and time. “Fret not thyself because of evil 
doers,” warned. David. (Psa. 37:1). Such. fretting 
will result in disease in the Christian who does the 
—— For fretting is a leprous thing. In Leviti- 
cus rules were laid down for dealing with a garment 
infected with “a fretting leprosy” which made the 
garment “unclean” (Lev. 13:51). A Christian may 
be continually fretting because of the flippancy and 
“slanginess” of certain Christiam friends, because of 
compliance with doubtful fashions on the part of 
others, and the like. The fretting does not cure the 
difficulty, but only “spreads” the sin in the fabric 
of the life of the Christian critic. God will deal with 
the evil doers in discipline or in punishment, as David 
goes on to say in the Psalm quoted; and instead of 
“fretting” the Lord’s child is to turn to “trust” and 
“delight” in the Lord, and to a-commitment of his 
way unto Him, and then “He shall bring forth thy 
righteousness as the light” (Psa. 37: 3-6). 


Shall It Be Religious or Christian ? 


theme of the International Sunday School 

Convention last month at Kansas City. That 
was the term commonly used there to narhe a process 
which, however, has varied meanings. To some it 
means an education in Christian truth and life. To 
others it means an education in whatever form of “re- 
ligious” belief may be held by the teacher or the group 
to which he belongs. » 

Hence the term “religious education” is a vague and 
loose term, lacking in that definiteness which enables 
— know what is meant when he hears the term 
used. 

It ‘was because of this vagueness and wide in- 
clusiveness that the convention recommended by an 
overwhelming vote the use of the word “Christian” 
instead of “Religious” in the name of the new mer- 
ect The International Sunday School Council of 

eligious Education. It is hoped that the Executive 
Committee will make the change in accordance with 
the expression of widely representative conviction. 

For the name that will eventually stand as a char- 
acterization of the movement is not a matter of 
minor importance. “Religious education”. is often 
used as a term to include educational material, pro- 
cesses and aims that are anti-Christian, and yet the 
term is used as though the speaker or writer might 
mean “Christian” education. It was not surprising 
that the Convention. wanted a closer definition of its 
purposes than-the ambiguous word “religious.” 

Indeed, as Dr. Harold MacAfee Robinson has 
pointed out in The Christian Educator, “The struggle 


“FR tame: of Education” was the dominant 


between humanism [the exalting of man] and New 
Testament Christianity is most acute in the field of 
religious education. The very term religious educa- 
tion serves to obscure the struggle. here could 
scarcely be a vaguer term than ‘religious education,’ 
for it is equally applicable to education in animism 
[the attributing of soul to inanimate matter] and 
to education in New Testament Christianity.” 

It would not be true to say that the Convention 
leaders in the educational field did not at all stress 
the word “Christian” in their discussions or presenta- 
tion of the subject. Some of them did. But in the 
Executive Committee, before the Convention met, the 
question of the use of the word in the title of the 
new organization was discussed, and “religious” was 
chosen. The Convention heard the fact that the 
name had been fully considered in Committee, but 
the delegates were not content with this choice and 
strongly urged by an almost unanimous vote the 
change to “Christian.” 

There was need for such an expression of con- 
viction. It required no very discriminating ear to 
catch, in some of the addresses, the influence of a 
group that is slowly surrounding the Bible with what 
amounts to a competing body of religious education 
material, and one. speaker declared that “the time 
oct. come to change the bond from the BilWe to the 
child.” 

Then, too, there was so much emphasis upon good 
citizenship and the social consciousness as to lead 
one to suppose that these are the larger objectives 
of religious education, while in the vocabulary of the 
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platform such words as “lost” and “saved” were not 
very frequently heard. Not that they were wholly 
out of mind; but such facts seemed to have only a 
modest place among the aggressive company of 
ideas that took account chiefly of natural develop- 
ment by religious education and had little to say 
of the place of the supernatural. 

That “religious” is a term easily capable of too 
wide an application to meet_the imperative require- 
ments of any distinctively Christian movement is a 
fact that all of us must face. It was good to note 
that an address given early in the Convention,. even 
by such a conspicuous exponent of modern educa- 
tional methods as Dr. Walter S. Athearn, with whose 
views The Sunday School Times would by no means 
wholly agree, was given the plain title, “The Out- 
look for Christian Education.” , 

Were Christianity just one of many “religions,” 
terms would be relatively unimportant. But Chris- 
tianity is Christ. It is as unique as he is. And 
Christianity is a matter of life or death. “He that 
hath the Son hath the life; he that hath not the Son 
of God hath not the life” (1 John 5:12). “There is 
a current fallacy,” said Dr, Charles E. Medbury in 
his Convention address, “that stresses Jesus’ ethical 
quality, and ignores his divine authority.” And it is 


so easy under the-term “religious” to substitute ethics 


for the Life,—that Life which a man hath not, un- 
less he hath the Son! sy . . 
Moreover, since Christianity is unique, singular, 
solitary, and since Jesus said plainly, “I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life; no one cometh unto the 
Father, but by me” (John 14:6), how can the Chris- 
tian, knowing this, be rightly called upon in the name 
of religious education to do his part zealously in 
helping non-Christian or anti-Christian religionists 
to propagate their teachings? Yet, this is what a 
resolution adopted by the Convention would lead to, if 
put into effect. It was adopted after only a single 
reading from the platform, and doubtless most of the 
delegates had no realization of what it involves, for the 
great majority had given conclusive evidence of their 
staunch fidelity to the faith. The resolution reads: 


“We are convinced that to meet this need [for 
religious education] all religious bodies, and especially 
our Protestant Christian churches, must greatly in- 
crease effort for religious education within their own 
fellowships, and with equal zeal must work together 
for adequate religious education in the community.” 


Adequate? 

All—with equal zeal? 

Is it hoped that the Buddhist, the Mohammedan, 
the Jew, the New Thought adherent, will work zeal- 
ously to help the Christian education of the children 
of Christians within the Christian Sunday-schools? 
Or is it meant that Christians should help all they 
can in making it easier in the community for spiritual 
and eternal death to have a free educational hand 
under the direction of anti-Christian groups? By 
what course of reasoning can it be argued that a 
Christian should be zealous for the schooling of a 
child in Mohammedan religious education? Yet that 
is a clear implication of the resolution. 

If it be pointed out that neither the Resolutions 
Committee nor the Convention meant that, then it can 
only be answered that the inescapable meaning of this 
resolution is that other religions than: Christianity 
are helpful, and are to be encouraged and co-operated 
with by Christians, although the plain teaching of 
Christ and the Bible is that all others than Chris- 
tianity lead to eternal death. 

If “religious education” means a process that leads 
people to God, then this resolution implies, in the 


words “all religious bodies,” that there is more than. 


one doorway to God and heaven. But thé Son of 
God said, “J am the door... by me if any man 
enter in he shall be saved. He that entereth not 
by the door into the fold of the sheep, but climbeth 
up some other way, the same is a thief and a rob- 
ber... The thief cometh not, but that he may 
steal, and kill, and destroy: I came that they may 
have life” (John 10:1-10). And God’s Word else- 
where declares of Christ: “There is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Those who are not 
saved are lost. 

If, again, it’ be suggested that the resolution pos- 
sibly never meant co-operation .9f Christian with 
non-Christian bodies, but only co-operation “especi- 
ally among our Protestant Christian churches,” then 
by what reasoning may the Christian convince himself 
that “to meet this need,” in accordance with the reso- 
lution,—the need for religious education—the non- 
Christian bodies must work together for “adequate 
religious education in the community’? How can 
they? They have nothing like that to offer. 

Is it not precisely what the Christian may well pray 
they would not do, since their idea of “an adequate 
religious education” is anti-Christian? 

_ The resolution is here discussed because it furn- 
ishes an illustration in words of how easy it is to 
render indistinct, in the drive for community co- 
operation, the eternal life-and-death difference be- 
tween the “Christian” and the merely “religious.” 
As “Timothy Standby” (Dr. Joseph Clark) said in 
The Christian Herald: ‘There’s bih a lot of talk and 
ritia of late at our home konvenshuns and in the papers 
about Relijus Educashun; but Roman Catholic educa- 
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shun is relijus- educashun; Mohammedan educashun 
is relijus educashun; Buddhist educashun is relijus 
educashun; Confucian educashun is relijus educa- 
shun ; what we want in our Sunday-schools is Protest- 
ant Christian Educashun ; and I’m powerful glad that 
this is goin’ to be harped on at this konvenshun.” 

And Dr. John R. Sampey, scholarly in attainments 
and positive in burning convictions, thoroughly roused 
by the dangers that were perhaps not so openly 
manifest in the Convention as in the radical influ- 
ences that are pressing upon the leadership, declared 
in conversation; “The aim of the ‘Religious’ educa- 
tionist is so to,state Christian education that it will 
appeal to love and decency as over against indecency, 
and order as over against anarchy, to Jew or Gen- 
tile.” Of course, religious education is a more suit- 
able term than Christian for the use of any who 
have that sub-standard, unscriptural idea of true re- 
ligion, a religion of ethics, with the very heart of 
the Gospel torn out of it. 

Let no one believe that the Executive Committee 
purposely used the term “Religious” Education in 
order that the door might be left invitingly open for 
the entrance of any and every religious cult into the 
organized fellowship of the movement bearing this 
name. But if that name is used. permanently, if the 
definitive term “Christian” is finally omitted from 
the charter of the new organization, then, even though 
the Executive Committee may feel that the adjec- 
tive religious will not be misunderstood in the title 
of an organization of Christians, the inclusiveness 
that the adjective has in common usage will inevit- 
ably suggest an attitude of noagenyy to the religi- 
ous education efforts of non-Christian or apostate 
bodies. At least one of the great denominations— 
there are doubtless others—has been careful to use 
in its educational literature the term “Christian” in- 
stead of “religious,” and has done so. with the definite 
purpose of avoiding spiritual vagueness and wrong 
inclusiveness. That principle should prevail, and will 
do so if the mind of the Convention is heeded and 
the name of Christ rightly honored. 

Indeed, the new organization will best prove its 
reason for existence by offering to the-public only 
that which is truly. Christian in full recognition of 
the uniqueness of Scriptural—not a modified or 
adapted—Cnristianity. 

The conservative members within the official 
groups, while encouraging the most effective use of 
the wise pedagogical methods so greatly needed in 
Christian education, will render great service by pre- 
venting at the source any output of method or ma- 
terial that may not be in accord with the Scriptural 
principles of evangelical Christianity. 

And everywhere in Sunday-schools large and small, 
in community training schools, in teacher-training 
classes, and in any groups using lessOn courses, prac- 
tical help can be rendered by the rejection, from 
whatever source, of all that-tends to identify “Chris- 
tian” with the merely “religious,” since confusion 
here is a matter of eternal life or death. 


On one of the pageant evenings of the convention 
a delegate found a seat beside a small boy, a barefoot, 
poorly clad, bright-faced little chap, whose years 
proved to be nine. The two were soon chatting to- 
gether, as boys will. What that boy did not see was 
certainly not in the hall. 

“What are they goin’ to do here to-night?” he 
asked. 

“A pageant,” answered the man, “do you know 
what that is?” 

“Some kind of a show, ain’t it?” 

“Well, yes, something like that, only the folks in 
a pageant come out on that big platform, and all 
dressed up in different colored clothes, and they make 
a kind of picture by the way they stand togéther up 
there, and colored lights are shined on them, and—” 
Se yes!” said the boy, “I seen something like 
that.” 

So the conversation ran along, over the crowd, up 
to the many flags,—“My, ain’t there a lot of flags! 
Who gets ’em when this is over?”—and out to the 
boy’s home, and to his Sunday-school, the name of 
which he did not know. 

Then he®unclasped his right fist, and displayed a 
cent and a nickel. “I got six cents,” he said proudly. 

“Did you earn it?” asked his friend. 

“Yes, I work,” he said. 

“Why don’t you put it in your pocket?” 

“I ain’t got a pocket,” he replied, looking down 
at his shirt, and his trousers—no, pants. “I’m goin 
to have a suit pretty soon,” he added brightly. 

It was a joy to hear his comments on the pageant. 
“Ain’t that pretty!” “My, who are those coming in 
now? Ain’t they scary? Does every one have one 
of them little lights?” And so on, until the pageant 
was over, and the hall was flooded with light again. 

When the offering was gathered, the straw hat 
slipped past the boy before he noticed it. It went far 
across the section and then to the next row, and was 
rapidly getting away. 

Woodrow Wiloe-ane that was his name, John 
Woodrow-Wilson—opened his hard, looked at his 
six cents, looked timidly over to where the hat was 
moving from hand to hand, and asked in a low 
vein, “Could I put in something? Aijn’t it too 
ate?” 

“Do you want to put in a penny? Of course you 
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can,” exclaimed the delegate. “Just run right down 
the aisle and meet the hat when it comes through.” 

So John did. When he returned he was a con- 
tented little boy. “Did you put something in?” asked 
his friend. 

“Yes,” he replied, in a matter of fact tone, “I put 
in my six cents.” The delegate could have hugged 
John and kicked himself. Indeed, he did both. 

For John had the childlike abandon that the years 
sometimes impair. And when by and by the little 
fellow turned to go home, the man stood the boy 
in front of him, and looked into his clear eyes, and 
said to him, “John, if I send ‘you a little book, will 
you read it?” ’ 

. Yes, sir,” he replied, wonderingly. 

“Well, I will; and you ask your mother to make 
you a pocket, and carry the book in your pocket, 
will you?” 

“Yea, sir.” | 

“I’m going to send you a New Testament, and you 
are to read it every day. Will you?” : 

“Yes, sir,” John answered with his quick and 
thank-you smile. Then there were good-byes—and 
other things. 

Do you see the picture? It is John Woodrow 
Wilson who is the focus of that Convention. Shall 
we Offer him less than Christ? Shall we really turn 
in and help any one to educate John in religion who 
would prefer to have John learn that which is not 
Christ? And shall we so designate our effort that 
John, younger or older, will not be quite sure at first 
ge whether we mean Christ, or not? John needs 
to know. 

















How Is the Law “the Strength of Sin’’? 


I was recently asked by a lawyer friend what is the 
real meaning of “The strength of sin is the law” (1 
Cor. 15:56). My inquirer told me that he had con- 
sulted several Bible teachers, who in turned looked up 
commentators, but he was yet without a satisfactory 
reply. Will you kindly give me what light you have 
on this subject?—A Chicago Reader. 


It is only law that makes sin possible. If there 
were no law, there could be no sin. - “Whosoever 
committeth sin transgresseth. also the law: for sin 
is the transgression of the law” (1. John 3:4). And 
“where there is no law, neither is there transgression” 
(Rom. 4: 15). Law is an expression of the very 
character of God, “so that the law is holy, and the 
commandment holy, and righteous, and good” (Rom. 
7:12). And “I had not known sin, except through 
law,” writes Paul (Rom. 7:7). The first sin of the 
human race was the breaking of the only law God 
had then given. Later came the full law through 
Moses, of which we read that “the law entered, that 
the offence might abound” (Rom. p22). 

God’s Word is always the safest, clearest com- 
mentary on God’s Word; and these passages from 
his Word show plainly why the “strength,” or as the 
Revision gives it; the “power” of sin is the law. 
What makes sin’ such a terrific thing is the fact that 
it is a deliberate breaking of God’s law. As Joseph 
Parker said, “Sin is striking God in the face with 
the clenched fist.” Back of, and part of, every sin 
is the fact that it is a violation of the perfect, and 
holy, and righteous law of God himself. When we 
stop to realize that it is the breaking of law that 
gives such a terrible power or strength to sin, and 
that sin, in consequence, is the cause or sting of 
death,— for “the wages of sin is death,” — then in- 
deed can we realize the marvelous, unspeakable bless- 
ing of God’s grace, the antidote for sin poured out 
for us through the death and resurrection of his 
as! Son Jesus Christ. : 

or “where sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound” (Rom. 5:20). ‘ 

“OQ death, where_is thy. sting? O grave, where is 
thy victory? : 

“The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin 
is the law. 

“But thanks be to God, which giveth us the vic- 
tory through our Lord Jesus. Christ” (1 Cor. 15: 55- 


One of the best of human commentaries appeared 
years ago, and has recently been republished as a most 
valuable .tool. for Christian workers, — Jamieson, 
Fausset and Brown’s “Commentary Critical and Ex- 


planatory on the Whole Bible” (George H. Dotan 


Co., New York, $7.50, net). This Commentary makes 
the following clear statement concerning the matter 
about which this Chicago reader has inquired: 
“Without the law sin is not perceived or imputed 
(Rom. 3:20; 4:15; 5:13). The law makes the sin 
the more grievous by making God’s will the clearer 
(Rom. 7: 3-10).” 
‘ we 
A handy: reference catalogue of books for Chris- 


tian workers will be sent you on request by The Sun- 
day School Times Company, Philadelphia. 
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Till the time comes when no temple is needed 
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The Glory of God’s Temples © 





By W. C. Stevens maceitiet 22.01 





presence for communion and worship. Mate- 
rially viewed, it is some outward place or struc- 
ture serving for this purpose. 

. The temple of Solomon would be commonly con- 
sidered as the first one; but particular localities or 
structures are shown to have been recognized lon 
before as earthly houses, tabernacles, or temples o 
. Sacrifices and altars, reaching back to Cain 

and Abel, and to Adam himself, imply this. 
Tabernacle antedated the first Temple as Is- 
rael’s national sanctuary. This agrees with Christ’s 
words: “Let them pea 2 me a sanctuary; that I 
may dwell among them. And there I will meet with 


A erence. of God is any place of his personal 


~ thee, and I will commune with thee” (Exod. bh 
ir 


22). But even before this Israel had a tent in t 
midst as the outward place of divine approach. It 
was there that the Son of God “spake unto Moses 
face to’ face, as a man speaketh unto his friend” 
(Exod. 337-11). ; 

_ But the Tabernacle, both in its construction and 
its uses, was distinguished by an elaborate symbolism 
which gave ita new and distinctive place among 
ancient sanctuaries. In’ symbolism it represented to 
Israel, and enabled Israel to present before God, the 
riches of grace in Christ Jesus, their great Mediator 
with God, and typically it marvelously forecast what 
was in due time to be manifested humanly and bodily 
in that same Mediator. This elaborate mystical char- 
acter of the Tabernacle necessitated its being con- 
structed in all details according to Christ’s revela- 
tion to Moses. 


The Place Where God Put His Name 


The temple of Solomon likewise was built both as 
to | ery and detailed :structure by divine revelation 
to David. David said, “This is the house of the Lord 
God, and this is the altar of the burnt offering for 
Israel” €% Chron. 22:1): What this signified is 
found in Deuteronomy 12:5: “But unto the place 
which the Lord your God shall choose out of all your 
tribes to put his name there, even unto his habitation 
shall’ ye seek, and thither thou shalt come.” 

David ‘would have built: the temple~ himself, but 
was instructed to leave it for Solomon to do. But 


David ‘occupied the remainder of his days in most 


extensive préparation for it, and “the pattern of all 
... he had by the Spirit.” “All this, said David, the 
Lord made me understand in writing by his hand 
upon me, even all the works of this pattern” (1.Chron. 

212, 19). It is unnecessary to enter into the de- 
tails of this Temple any more than of the Taber- 
nacle, or to recount how the Lord God demonstrated 
his acceptance of it as his holy dwelling. The vis- 
ible glory of his personal presence séems to have 
continued in the most holy place until the phenom- 
enon was withdrawn, as described in Ezekiel 9:3; 
10: 18, 19; 11: 22, 23, as the token that he abandoned 
his temple and city to awful doom. 

The “Second Temple,” built by Zerubbabel after the 
Captivity, has features of great interest, About a 
century before the destruction of Solomon’s Temple 
Isaiah predicted the building of the Second Temple 

the decree of Cyrus the Great (Isa. 44: 28). This tem- 

€ seemed so mean and small in the eyes of the old 
aes who were familiar with the first one that doubt 
was entertained whether the Spirit of Christ was with 
the enterprise. This and many other discouraging 
doubts, fears, and perils were overcome by_timely 
messages from Christ through the prophets Haggai 
and Zechariah. “The glory of this house shall be 
greater than of the former, saith the Lord of hosts: 
and in this place will I og peace, saith the Lord of 
hosts” (Hag. 2:9). This promised the coming of 
Messiah to this house as its superior glory. 

By - this Ba we are brought to what is called 
Herod’s Temple of our Lord’s day. While it is 
true that “forty and six years was this temple in 
building,” yet it was the Second Temple still, as 
Herod only garnished it and added extensive and 
magnificent precincts. Long has this house of God 
lain a heap of dust and ashes because the rulers cast 
out “the glory” that had come in person, Jesus, al- 
though disguised. 

What about a future temple at Jerusalem? In 
Revelation 11: 1-8 it is made plain that another tem- 
ple will stand there before Jesus returns, that dur- 
ing three and one-half years of Antichrist’s reign the 
returned Jews will worship there, although the outer 
court ‘and the city will become overrun with hostile 
Gentiles like packs of wolves, held in snarling clieck 
only by the miraculous operations of two mighty 
prophets like unto Moses and Elijah. Like their Mas- 
ter these two will be given up at last to be mur- 
dered; after public exposure for three and a half 
days they will rise and ascend in public sight. 

rom that time poor Israel will have no defenses 
against Antichrist, but will for the pec» three 
and one-half years be subjected to unparalleled in- 
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dignity and destruction. Worse than the desecra- 
tion of the Second Temple, when Antiochus Epi- 
phanes had a herd of swine sacrificed for clean ani- 
mals, Antichrist will himself take the place of 
God in the Holy of Holies (2 Thess. 2:4). It was 
revealed to Daniel t this sacrilegious pollution 
should be vindicated after “two thousand and three 
hundred days” (Dan. 8:13, 14). This time extends 
two years, ten months, and twenty days beyond the 
destruction of Antichrist by the returning Jesus at 
the end of the last three and one-half years. This 
“cleansing” of the defiled house of God probably stands 
connected with the final — millennial — temple. It may 
easily require nearly three years before that dese- 
crated spot can_be sanctified again by a new and 
holy sanctuary fit for the glorified Christ himself. 
Detailed “blue prints” were supernaturally revealed 
to Ezekiel (40:1 to 43:12) more than twenty-five 
hundred years ago for the construction of this com- 
ing Millennial Temple. The paramount distinction of 
this temple is thus expressed in Ezekiel 43:2-7: “And, 
behold, the glory of the God of Israel [Jesus Christ] 
came from the way of the east: and his voice was 
like a noise of many waters: and the earth shined 
with his glory.... And I fell upon my face. And 
the glory of the Lord came into the house .. . and, 
behold, the glory ofthe Lord filled the house. ... 
And he said unto’ me, Son of man, the place of my 
throne, and the place of the soles of my feet, where 


I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel _ 


for ever, and my holy name, shall the house of Is- 
rael no more defile.” It surprises one that the Leviti- 
cal ceremonial will be resumed; but it is to be re- 
membered that the Lord Jesus will not be regularly 
resident in Jerusalem, or on earth, but will reign 
chiefly from the skies, and that the Levitical system 
will again set forth the riches of grace in him and 
be all the more instructive symbolically because of 
its manifestation in the incarnate and glorified ex- 
emplar, 


Man-built Temples Cannot Confine God 


Notwithstanding all the glory attaching to the or- 
der of temples just reviewed, the Bible exposes pain- 
ful incongruity in man’s conception of such temples. 
On Mars Hill Paul preached: “God... hath made 
of one blood all: nations of men for to dwell on all 
the face of the earth, . . . that they should seek the 
Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find 
him, though he be not far [at all distant] from every 
one of us: for in him we live, and move, and have 
our being” (Acts 17: 24-28). How incongruous, ap- 
parently, to confine God’s’ presence anywhere partic- 
ularly on earth, and more distant from any One per- 
son than another, seeing that he is so intimately pres- 
ent everywhere and to everybody! Temple com- 
munion and worship are directly available to any one 
anywhere. “The Lord is in his holy temple; let all 
the earth be silent before him” (Hab. 2:20). Stephen 
spake: “The most High dwelleth not in temples made 
with hands; as saith the prophet, Heaven is my 
throne, and earth is my footstool: what house will 
ye build me? saith the Lord: or what is the place 
of my rest?” (Acts 7:48, 49). All the earth and 
all the immeasurable created heavens constitute only 
inferior sanctuaries of God. As Jesus, when he 
“ascended up far above all [created] heavens,” en- 
tered into heaven itself [uncreated, eternal,] now to 
appear in the presence of God for us,” so, immeas- 
urably above all created temple-abodes for’ God, is 
this “sanctuary, and the true tabernacle” (Heb. 8: 2). 

There remains briefly to be considered a_ better 
order of temples of God than that of outward place 
and material structure. It is that of God’s personal, 
human temples. Not only has it ever been God’s 
pleasure and aim to be found for temple communion 
and worship anywhere and everywhere on earth by 
his human creatures, but his chief aim has ever been 
for man himself to become the tabernacle, the sanc- 
tuary, the house, the temple of his God. “To this 


man will I lock [for my temple], even to him that 
is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at 
my word” (Isa. 66:2). 


“For thus saith the high 


and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name 
is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with 
him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to 
revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive 
heart of the contrite ones” (Isa. 57:15). It is*the 
old, old Gospel truth — dating from Christ’s anxious 
call to the fugitive pair, “Where art thou?” “Ye in 
me” (as your temple), “and I in you” (as my temple). 
No doubt it was of this that David spake, “One thing 
have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the 
days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
and to enquire in his temple” (Psa, 27:4). Of this 
Spake Jesus to the Samaritan woman, “God is a 
Spirit; and they that worship him must worship him 
in ppertt and in truth” (John 4: 24). 

This conception of human temples of God through 
the indwelling, inwardly filling “Spirit of glory and 
of God” is very familiar to us in New Testament 
Scripture. 

It is applied to the individual believer: “Ye are 
the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I 
will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will 
be their God, and they shall be my people” (2 Cor. 
6:16). “What? know ye not that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you?” (1 Cor. 


210. 
It is also applied to the collective body of believers, 
whether of a local church or of the church general: 


.“Know ye not that ye [the Coririthian Church] are 


the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwell- 


eth in you?” (1 Cor. 3: 16.) 
The Mystical and the Real Christ as Temples 


It is applied to the collective body of saints of 
all the ages, expressed in Hebrews 3 as the “house” 
of God, more explicitly of Christ. “Moses verily 
was faithful in all his [Christ’s] house, as a serv- 
ant. . . but Christ as a Son over his own house; 
whose house are we” (vs. 5,6). That is, Moses was 
serving faithfully in the process of building this 
house to which we also belong; but, compared with 
Christ, “this man [Jesus] was counted worthy of 
more honor than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath 
builded the house hath more honor than the house” 
that is, Moses now spoken of as a part of the house). 

gain this.conception is applied, in Ephesians 2:19- 
22, to the whole “household of God . . . built upon 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner stone; in whom 
all the building fitly framed together groweth unto 
an holy temple in the Lord,... for an habitation of 
God through the Spirit.” 

The supreme realization, however, of this personal 
conception of the temple of God is found in God’s 
own incarnate Son, Jesus Christ. When he first 
visited the temple after his baptism into public min- 
istry and demanded that the temple be restored to 
its purpose, and when his authority was challenged 
and he replied, “Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up,” it is explained that he was 
not speaking of Herod’s rare “but he spake of 
the temple of his body” (John 2:19). ith this 
personal temple the Father testified that he was “well 
pleased.” Even in humiliation that was truly a tem- 
ple “exceeding magnifical.” “A body hast thou pre- 
pared for me,” Jesus said. Marvelous body! Sac- 
rifice and offering, altar, laver, candelabra, golden 
altar, shewbread, veil, shekinah, mercy seat, ark, 
tables of the law, High Priest, —all-embraced in One 
bodily. And now “in him dwelleth all the fulness of 
the godhead bodily.” 

The subject of the temples of God comes now 
very naturally to its glorious climax. In Revelation 
21 description is given of “the bride, the’ Lamb’s 
wife” (v. 9). The description is under the figure of 
“that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out 
of heaven from God,” radiant with the glory of God. 
The city is the supreme form of aggregated human 
habitation, significant of wealth, beauty, culture, and 
all privilege. This is a fitting figure of the supreme 
consummation of divine indwelling in man that runs 
all through Scripture. This is the finally glorified 
bride of the Lamb. Her characteristics are ex- 
tendedly described under the simile of features of 
a marvelous holy city, the “new Jerusalem.” While 
this spiritual body and organization of glorified saints 
of all the ages is itself a glorious temple of God, yet 
being here described as a municipal community, ante- 
typical to the earthly Jerusalem, the question arises 
as to a temple of God for this city. John answers 
the query by saying in verse 22, “And I saw no tem- 
ple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the 

mb are the temple of it.” The fulness of the Al- 
mighty Father enshrined in the body of the crucified 
and glorified Son constitutes the temple of everlast- 
ing holy communion in this blessed city. 
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@ lieve the Bible’s statements as to the 
clumsy arguments 


OW did the Samaritans obtain their copy of 

the Law? Any answer, to be satisfactory, must 

be reasonable in itself; must escape the diffi- 
culties that are fatal to the Critical theory; and must 
explain the extreme reverence in which the Samari- 
tans hold their Pentateuch. 

Let us suppose, then, that a copy of the Law was 
brought to Samaria by the priest who came from 
Assyria to instruct the colonists, and see how the 
problem works out. The Critical position is that 
this was impossible, as there was then no Pentateuch 
to bring; that in its completed form it came into 
existence only some two hundred years after the 
fall of Samaria. But how do the Critics know this? 
They do not know it. Their assertion rests upon 
inferences drawn from a mass of precarious “data” 
reached by the critical study of the documents. Ob- 
viously here everything depends on the acumen, the 
impartiality, and the sound judgment of the Critics. 
As no man is infallible, all they could have a right, 
even at the best, to claim for their theory would be 
a greater or less degree of probability. As it is even 
this cannot be allowed. 

At the disruption of the kingdom the Temple 
services had been in full course for a generation. 
This necessarily implied a considerable body of ritual. 
With what we now know of the history of writing 
there is no reason to doubt that this was committed 
to manuscript. It was familiar to the northerm as 
well as to the southern tribes. Those who revolted 
under Jeroboam did not discard the national faith. 
Whatever significance the calves at Bethel and Dan 
possessed, the people continued to worship the God 
of Israel. How far the political object aimed at 
in setting up the calves was attained, it is not 
easy to say; but for those who claimed to be the 
true Israel it was of- supreme importance to pre- 
serve religious continuity. The high places were 
a legacy from the old heathen Canaanites. The 

lamor of antiquity, and their association with hoary 
idolatrous devotions, led to many defections among 
the people, but the normal worship at these shrines 
was the worship of Jehovah, The high places were 
no less popular in Judah than in Samaria, despite 
the influence of the great central sanctuary. There 
is much to prove that the ritual of the sacred serv- 
ices at the high places corresponded closely to that 
of the Temple on Zion. A study of the prophetic 
references to the high places shows that the technical 
terms employed to describe various parts of the serv- 
ice were identical with those found in the Law. 
Their wide prevalence, the accuracy with which they 
are used, and the prophets’ evident certainty that 
they will be understood by the people, point very 
clearly to the existenceyof a written code. 

We have glimpses, alike interesting and significant, 
of the relations obtaining between Samaria and Judah 
long before the return from exile. How _ attractive 
Jerusalem and the famous Temple of Solomon re- 
mained for the tribesmen in the north is seen from 
such passages as 1 Kings 15:17; 2 Chronicles 15:9; 
19:4, and others; while Hosea still acknowledged 
Zion as the center of true worship (Hosea 4:15; 11: 
12). We are not told that either of the great prophets, 
Elijah or Elisha, ever visited Jerusalem, but little 
stress can be laid on the argument from silence. 
The reverence in which the Jews have always held 
the mighty Elijah is incompatible with any tradition 
of ancient hostility. The fact of intermarriage, which 
no one questions, is proof enough that there were no 
great ison differences outstanding between them. 
Their life was regulated by law drawn from a com- 
mon written source, 

It appears, therefore, that the Law existed in writ- 
ten form when the great schism in Israel took place. 
Copies of it would be found in both north and south, 
naturally in the keeping of the priests. Among the 
leading people deported by Sargon; the priests would 
be included as men likely to nurse the spirit of patri- 
otism in the conquered country, and capable of fan- 
ning to a flame the embers of rebellion. With them 
would go their books. These would be of no use in 
any case to the illiterate multitude. But we also 
know that the monarchs of the house of Sargon were 
keen on the collection of books of ritual, and cer- 
tainly would not miss such an opportunity of add- 
ing to their treasures. For these rulers ritual was 
religion. It could not be left to the risks that be- 
set oral teaching. Minute and unvarying accuracy 
was essential. Tire slightest variation in the method 


,of approaching the deity, in the order of the obsery- 
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have just as much right as the atbeist,’’ says Mr. Bryan, in ‘‘ In His Image,’’ discussing the Creation, ‘‘ to 
assumption, and I would rather begin with God and reason down, than begin with a piece o 
2 know of no theory pee 

true of all the positions of the destructive Critics. It is much easier to be- 
and authority of the Pentateuch, than to strain credence into the 
the Critics that it is a pious forgery of later days. 


Ss 


as a substitute for the Bible theory that is as rational 


ances, or in the formulas employed, tight vitiate 
the whole service. A book containing all-important 
instructions was clearly necessary. his would be 
found in one of the copies of the Law carried to 
Assyria with the priests. Such a document in the 
priests’ hands would reassure the colonists. It was 
at once the symbol and the source of his authority. 
We can understand how the honcr and reverence of 
the people would peer round a book with such a 
history; how surely it was destined to become the 
Object of supreme veneration. It was no thing of 
yesterday, the fabrication of hostile and hateful Jews, 
but a manuscript that thrilled the heart as it spoke 
with the voice of a great and splendid antiquity, 
that was enshrined on Gerizim and directed the re- 
ligious life of Samaria. 

And now we can see why the book of Joshua is 
not possessed by the Samaritans. It was precisely the 
last book the Assyrian king would permit to enter 
Samaria. No other was calculated so to rouse the 
patriotic enthusiasm of the northern tribes, to fos- 
ter discontent with their lot as a subject people, and 
to urge them along the path of revolt. No doubt 
he felt that he was stretching a point in allowing 
even the Law to enter the country, but a book of 
history recording the brilliant achievements of Israel’s 
ancestors in the day of their freedom and power — 
never ! 

If I am right so far, the Critical theory as to Deu- 
teronomy fs finally disposed of. The book found in 
the Temple, I have shown, could not be identified with 
Deuteronomy; as the Law was then already old, ob- 
viously there could be no forgery. It is. called the 
book of the Law. Clearly, therefore, its existence 
was known, and it was held in some special honor or 
sanctity. How came it to be there? 

In building their great temples the Egyptians were 
accustomed to place parts of the Book of the Dead 
in the foundations. Solomon, whose relations with 
Egypt led to the introduction of many features of 
Nilotic life, may have wished to follow this custom. 
If so, the book laid in the substructions of his own 
splendid shrine would be a copy of the Law. If 
the stone enclosing it, possibly of soft limestone, be- 
gan to crumble with the lapse of time, its removal 
for replacement to avoid danger to the structure 
would bring the hidden document to light. Tradi- 
tion may have preserved some memory of Solo- 
mon’s action: hence it would be called the book of 
the Law; hence also the awe and reverence with 
which it was received. 

Why did not Hilkiah take the book himself and 
read it to the king? In the four hundred years 
since Solomon’s time the form of writing had greatly 
changed. The script had become archaic. .Hilkiah 
was no archeologist. He could not read it. A learned 
expert like Shaphan the scribe was required to de- 
cipher the ancient writing and make plain its mean- 
ing to the king. The book of the Law thus: was 
venerable while Israel’s monarcky was young. 

We may glance for a moment at another line of 
investigation, which leads to the same conclusion. 
The Law exists in three great texts: the Massoretic, 
the Samaritan, and the Septuagint. The first is 
that reverenced by the Jews, printed in the familiar 
square Hebrew characters which took their present 
form about A. D. 200. .The second is in the Samari- 
tan script, which closely‘resembles that found on the 
Maccabean coins. For the old manuscript in the syn- 
agogue at Nablous, the Samaritans -nake the impos- 
sible claim that it was writftn by Abishua, the great- 
grandson of Aaron. The third is the Greek trans- 
lation of the Old Testament, made about the middle 
of the third century B. C., often quoted in the New 
Testament. The Hebrew text underlying it seems 
to have differed in many unimportant points from 
both Massoretic and Samaritan. All three are de- 
rived from one primitive manuscript. Now, by 
methods familiar to scholars the approximate age of 
any writing may be determined. Even the most 
recent cOpy is apt to contain traces of its original, 
and of each transcription it has undergone. Such 
traces, of extreme interest, are found on comparing 
the three texts named. Let me give one illustration 
of how they are used. 

The earliest form of Hebrew writing is seen on 
the Moabite Stone. No manuscript in that char- 
acter is now known to exist: but that it was once 
written as well as engraved is proved by the inscrip- 
tions on broken bits of earthenware ‘found at Samaria 
by American explorers in excavating the palace of 
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Ahab. This ancient angular script was gradually 
modified through’ the centuries until the Samaritan 
form was reached, and finally the square characters 
of the Massoretic. In each of these scripts there 
are letters so like each other in shape that it is easy 
to take the one for the other. When a copyist has 
made a mistake like this it is apt to be repeated in 
all subsequent transcriptions of his work, even when 
the letters concerned have grown to be quite unlike 
each other. Now, there are cases in which neither 
in the square nor in the Samaritan, but only in the 
ancient angular script, the letters sufficiently resem- 
ble each other to make the mistake possible. In that 
ancient script therefore the manuscript was written 
from which the copies containing the mistakes were 
made. But this, again, carries us back to the morn- 
ing of the monarchy in Israel. 

t is therefore not unreasonable to suppose that 
of the copies of the Law in northern Israel at the 
time of the disruption one was the parent of the 
Samaritan manuscript; while those in ude gave 
rise to the Massoretic text found in otr Hebrew 
Bibles, and probably also to that from which the 
Septuagint translation was made. 


here is very much fascinating interest in Dr. = 


Thomson’s volume.t His shrewd attack upon the 
positions of the Critics, upon what is speculative 
rather than literary or historical criticism, threatens 
to bring the Critics’ whole laborious structure down 
about their ears. It is all the more impressive be- 
cause of his own profound scholarship, his spacious 
outlook, his sanity of judgment, and his generous 
readiness to appreciate what is of value in the work 
of his opponents. It is to be hoped that his book will 
find many readers. It will amply repay the effort 
needed for its mastery. 


EpINBURGH, SCOTLAND. 





1“The Samaritans, Their Testimony to the Religion of 
Israel” (Oliver and Boyd, Edinburgh). 
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And we took all his cities at that time, and utterly 
destroyed the men, and the women, and the little 
ones, of every city, we left none to remain (Deut. 
2:34). 


wo one comes in the Scripture to the mat- 
ter of judgment, especially when such involves 
women and children, one greatly shrinks from the 
contemplation of it. It is hard for us to understand 
how God can lift his hand of wrath upon men, and 
harder still to understand how he can do the same 
upen those, such as women and children, whom his 
Gospel has taught us to pity and protect. But such 
conclusions reveal the fact that we are often very 
faulty in our thought-processes, and that we need 
much illumination as to God’s will and ways. Let 
us see if this is not the case. 

First, sin is inherently and inevitably separating 
in its quality and effect. In one sense, therefore, 
it is not God who judges the man who is a sinner; 
it is the man who, by his sin, judges himself. With- 
out holiness, no man may see the Lord. If there- 
fore- sin remains, separation from God must take 
place; and ultimately God must sentence the man to 
all the consequences which sin entails. And. mani- 
festly, this is as true of women and children —if 
these last be of conscious age —as of men. 

Second, a little thought concerning the facts of 
family and community life will make it clear that 
sin is very contaminating in its influences. Sin may 
begin with a man, say, the head of a household, but 
it seldom ends with hey In most cases, the sin of 
the husband becomes the sin of the wife, and the 
sin of the father becomes the sin of the child. And 
what is true of the family is true of the combination 
of families, that is, the tribe or community. The 
damaging influence of sin, therefore, is far-reach- 
ing, it having final effect upon many persons. Judg- 
ment, in consequence, is also far-reaching, involving 
not only the few but also the many, that is, the older 
and the younger, men, women, and children. 

Third, in community life it is often the case that 
the only way to save the many persons is to sacri- 
fice the few, and the only way to preserve future 
generations is to deal drastically with the present 
one. This is a law which has many applications in 
the physical world, as in the case of infectious and 
contagious diseases, and the advancement of medical 
bnowleden is making ever larger application of it. 
But what is true physically is much more true spir- 
itually. Ofter, therefore, God’s acts of judgment 
toward certain classes, besides being acts of judg- 
ment, are also acts of mercy toward other and larger 
classes. For instance, God commanded Israel, as 
they entered Canaan, to exterminate the seven great 
nations there. This was because those nations, on 
account of their sins, deServed extermination. But 
also it was in order that those nations might not 
finally exterminate Israel, physically and morally. 
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“Lesson for August 6 


Ezra 3:1 to 6:22 


it e i hee t if 

Abraham’s .question, “Shall net the Judge of all 
the earth do right?” has never been answered. The 
reason is that it needs no answer. Some questions 
are answered in the asking. And this is cne of them. 


Princeton, N. J. 
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The Victorious Life 











B gas dango many friends of this work do not 
realize what large current expenses are neces- 
sary for its maintenance, such as office rent, clerical 
help, stationery and postage, and the proper advertis- 
ing of conferences. 
sending the Treasurer a regular contribution every 
month for such current expenses. Will you not 
pray that God may prompt many to do this, if it 
is his will; and will you ask him whether he would 
have you make any such regular contribution, how- 
ever small or large? 


we 
Calendar of Conferences 


The following is a complete list, so far as arranged, 
of conferences and speaking appointments of mem- 
bers of the Victorious Life Testimony. It will be noted 
that some. of these are conferences conducted by the 
Victorious Life Testimony, while other meetings are 
also here listed, to be addressed by individual mem- 
bers of that Testimony. Will you pray for all these 
meetings? 


Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Engagements 

English address: 2 Stanhope Place, Hyde Park, Lon- 
don, W. 1, Eng. Other English engagements will be 
announced later. 

Sermons in connection with the Keswick Convention, 
England, July 23. 

Winona, Ind., 
23-27. 


U. S. A., Bible Conference, August 


few, realizing the need, are now: 
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Knowlton, Quebec 


The Rev. Howard B. Dinwiddie and perhaps one other 
speaker will hold a conference from July 24 to 31. For 
full information and booklet please write to the Rev. 
Edgar T. Capel, Knowlton Conference, 243 Hampton 
Avenue, Montreal, Quebec, Can 


Linwood Park, Vermilion, Ohio 

Middle West Victorious Life Conference, August 21-27. 
A change has been made to this date in order to pro- 
vide better rooming accommodations. The Rev. Howard 
B. Dinwiddie, the Rev. L. L. Legters, Charles 6. Trum- 
bull, the Rev. J. S, Flacks, Benjamin F. Culp, and 
others. Guests will be accommodated in the Hotel 
Linwood and in cottages in the park. The rates for 
the conference period for meals and hotel rooms vary 
from $19 to $25.. The $19 rate is for three in a room. 
Those who wish to secure rooms in the hotel should 
send a deposit of $5 with their registration fee to ad- 
dress given below. The registration fee of $2 is in 
addition. Full information to be had from Mrs. C, F. 
Groth, Vermilion, Ohio. . 


Copies of the pamphlet giving the Doctrinal Position of 
the Victorious Life Testimony may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, at 30 cts. a dozen, $2 a hundred, or 3 cts. each, post- 
paid. Correspondence about conferences should be ad- 
dressed to the Victorious Life Testimony, 600 Perry Build- 
ing, Sixteenth and Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia. 


The threefoid work of the Testimony, —its Conferences, 
the large property at Keswick, N. J., as a conference cen- 
ter and rest home for Christian workers, and the Pioneer 
Mission Agency,—is entirely supported by voluntary of- 
ferings from God’s people. Will you pray that God shall 
meet all the needs of all the work He would have the 
Testimony do? The Treasurer is Mr. B. F. Culp, 600 
Perry Building, Sixteenth and Chestnut Streets, Philadel- 
phia. 

Keswick, N. J., is now open to returrfed missionaries and 
other Christian workers seeking rest and refreshment, 
physical and spiritual. Situated near Lakewood, the noted 
health resort, Keswick is a place of lakes linked by 
limpid streams, and of rustic rambles in piney woods. 
Victorious Life Conferences are held there from time to 
time during the entire year, and the spiritual atmosphere 
is not less notable than the tonic out-of-doors air. The 
charge for room and board is $10 a week. Full information 
may be had from Addison C. Raws, Keswick Grove, N. J. 








When Our Lord Said “All” 


By the Hon. William Jennings Bryan 


The Convention Address 
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When Mr. Bryan faced the eighteen thousand persons who crowded every inch of space of the Goat Sen of the 
is 


International Sunday School Convention at Kansas City, last month, he turned the attention of 
from man-made theories to the eternal Word of God. 


mutilated Bible. 


vers away 
Mr. Bryan, as has well been said, stands for an un- 


This condensation of his great address tells of eight mentions of the word ‘‘All’’. made by our 
Lord (not nine, as stated in the advance announcement of Mr. B 


*s address). Creation is better than Evolu- 


tion, as God is better than man; and the Son of God invites ‘‘all’’ to come unto him and be born again into the 
new creation which is the only escape from the eternal wreckage of man’s sin. 


of the invitation extended by those who have in 
charge the program of this great a 
r the 


Acts me to express my cordial appreciation 


Sunday-school Convention; I am grat-ful 
honor done me. 

I am deeply interested in the work of the Sunday- 
school. I desire to commend most heartily the wis- 
dom of the International Committee in the selection 
of Bible lessons. If any one had been inclined to 
doubt the wisdom of using Old Testament texts for 
Bible lessons, the experience of this year Ought to 
be convincing. The passages chosen profoundly ap- 

al to the students, young and old; the lessons to 
be drawn from them are priceless. The New Testa- 
ment takes much for granted, because it assumes an 
understanding: and acceptance of the books pre- 
viously written. 

In Genesis alone we find three sentences,that mean 
more to man than all that is contained in the books 
outside of the Bible. “In the beginning God cre- 
ated the heavens and the earth”, gives us a start- 
ing-point in the history of the universe as well as in 
the history of man. Nowhere else do we find a 
foundation upon which to build. . We have to begin 
by oan something; the materialist assumes the 
existence of matter and force without trying to ex- 
plain them—the Christian begins with God, who 
needs no explanation because he is self-existent and 
the Author ofall things else. 

Moses next states the universal law which God 
stamped on all living things,— reproduction accord- 
ing to kind (Gen. 1:24). Life everywhere proves 
the truth of this fundamental law of the Almighty. 
All attempts to evade it or to overthrow it have 
failed; the line of species has never been crossed, 
and there is no reason to believe that*it ever will be. 

Even more important, if possible, than the begin- 
ning of all things and the universal law of repro- 
duction according to kind is the announcement of 
man’s creation in the image of God. Man is ex- 
alted above all other forms of life —he was a sepa- 
rate creation by the Almighty as a part of the divine 
plan. He was placed here for a purpose which God 
reveals through his Word. History proves that 
man,. unaided by revelation, finds it impossible to 
guess the riddle of his existence or to frame a phil- 
osophy of life that meets his needs. When he 


knows that he is the creature of an all-wise, all- 
powerful, and all-loving Heavenly Father, and 
knows the purpose of his creation, he seeks to learn 
the Father’s will and to do it.- Having thus located 
himself, he can survey the world and find his place 
in it. If a man believes himself a descendant of 
the brute he looks downward for interpretations of 
himself; if he believes in the Mosaic account of his 
creation he looks upward for inspiration. 

With this endorsement of the Lesson Committee’s 

judgment in the selection of lessons, I now take up 
the subject which I have chosen for my address, 
namely, the word “ALL.” 
- The Bible is unlike other books in that it never 
wears out. No matter how often we read it, some 
new truth is likely to spring out at us from its 
pages whenever the Book is opened, or some old 
truth will impress us as it never has before. It is 
so with the word which I ask you to consider to- 
night. During recent years it has stood out from 
the Bible text as if printed in larger type. It is a 
little word,— one of the smallest in the language,— 
and yet it is the most comprehensive of words. 
Christ used the word “all” many times, and when we 
consider the connection in which he used it we see 
= no word of limited application could take its 
place. : 

In Matthew (22:35, 36) we are told that a lawyer, 
tempting Christ, asked him, “Master, which is the 
great commandment in the law?” 

It is the business of lawyers to ask questions, and 
sometimes they try to entrap witnesses. In this case 
the lawyer not only failed, but gave Christ an oppor- 
tunity to launch upon the world a truth of infinite 
importance. Taking the commandments which re- 
Jate to man’s duty to God he compressed them into 
one and proclaimed as the first and great command- 
ment, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and _ with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind.” Here Christ uses the word “all” three times 
—what less-could he have said? The history cf 


Christianity would have been entirely different if 
Christ had said “With nearly all thy heart,” or “with 
some of thy soul,” or “with a part of thy mind.” 
Again, if the heart, the soul, and the mind are not 
full of love of God they cannot overflow. And of 
what use is one to his fellows if his heart does not 
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overflow? The spring overflows—in that respect 
it differs from the stagnant pool. The pool receives 
but gives forth tase the spring gives, and asks 
nothing in return. hy is a spring a spring? 
Simply because it, comes » Be a source higher than 
itself. A stagnant pool is the most repulsive thing 
in the world, except a life that is built upon that plan. 
A spring is the most inspiring thing in the world, 
except a life that is like a spring. 

Christ brings a frail human being into living. con- 

tact with God, so that his life becomes a conduit 
ws which the goodness of God flows out to the 
world, 
_ Just now the Att that needs to be most empha- 
sized is the third: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy mind.” One of the chief sins of 
the present day is mind-worship. We have quite an 
influential class in our country, and in other coun- 
tries as well, who overestimate the mind’s part in 
life and underestimate the heart’s part. The Bible 
says, “Out of the heart are the issues of life,” and 
“as a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.” Mind 
worshipers exalt the mind above the heart, and rea- 
son above faith. 

So marked is this tendency that some of our 
scientists —those who are agnostic or atheistic — 
assert the superiority of their work over the work 
of the ministers. They claifm that they alone stand 
for truth, and scoff at theology. A professor of 
Princeton recently protested that “science cannot go 
to theology every Saturday night to be checked up”; 
but such teachers insist that religion must go to 
science to be checked up every night. 

This is a prevalent type of intellectual snobbery. 
It is time for the Christians to join together in the 
defense of the digas of the ministry. The clergy 
and the Sunday-sc von | deal with eternal things, while 
the school teacher deals with temporal things. Edu- 
cation is of great advantage during this life, but 
spiritual things last throughout eternity,—‘“The 
righteous shall shine as the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father.” 

The preacher and the Sunday-school deal with the 
heart, the teacher with the brain. The mind is but 
a mental machine; there is not an ounce of love in 
all the brains in Christendom. The mind obeys the 
heart —it will plot a murder as willingly as it will 
plan service to society. Train a mind and send it 
out without a heart to guide it, and it is like a ship 
without a_ rudder. 

Darwin has done more than any other person in 
modern times to undermine faith and to encourage 
materialism. His hypothesis takes man’s eyes away 
from the throne of God and gives him a family tree 
that connects him with the jungle. He launched a 
guess upon the world with nothing to support it, 
and it has lived for sixty years without nourish- 
ment—not one single species having been found 
which can be traced to another. And yet evolution- 
ists insist that all of the more than a million species 
came by gradual change from one or a few invisible 
germs of life. The hypothesis is not omy unprsv2d 
and supported by explanations that are :udicrous, 
but its tendency is to destroy belief in God, beliet 
in the Bible as the inspired Word of God, and belief 
in Christ as Son of God and Saviour of the world. 

Darwin himself was led to abandor. every cardinal 


principle of the Christian faith tc¢ oegan life a 
believer in God,* in the Bih'’c. -n Christ, and in 
Heaven. Before he died he discarded all. He de- 


clared himself an agnostic, and said that he believed 
there had never been any revelation; he left each 
one to determine for himself “on vague and uncer- 
tain testimony” whether there is a future life. 

heistic evolution is little better than atheistic 
evolution; it is merely a way station through which 
Christians pass as they journey from Christianity to 
atheism. There is little difference between the far- 
away God of the theistic evolutionist and godless 
materialism. 

In the concluding verses of the last chapter of 
Matthew we find Christ’s claim to power universal 
and perpetual. No one before him or since has put 
forth any such claim. In this passage Christ used 
the word “all” four times. He says, “All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye there- 
fore, and _teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost; teaching them to observe all things whatso- 
ever I have commanded you; and, lo, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world.” 

Here we have a gospel for every human being, a 
code of morals that is to endure for all time, and a 
philosophy of life that fits into every human need; 
and back of these is “all power in heaven and in 
earth.” Here, again, no word less comprehensive 
would have been sufficient. If Christ had claimed 
only some power he could not have been the Son of 
God. If he had claimed all power etther in heaven 
or in earth, but not in both, he could not have been 
what he represented himself to be. He must have 
all power, and all power in heaven and in earth. 
His Gospe] must be sufficient for all—not nearly 
all, but all. If any were beyond the reach of his 
call he would not be the Saviour that the world 
needs. And so with the duration of his sovereignty; 
no limitation can be permitted. If there were a 
time after which his word would fail—a day in the 
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future beyond which his power could not reach, his 
would not be the final word in religion. 

The third of this group of “all’s” is ignored b 
many. Christ’s disciples were instructed to teach all 
the things that he had commanded. To-day we have 
some, even in the pulpit, who are egotistic enough to 
assume to select Som Christ’s teachings that which 
they think worthy to be taught. They feel about 


Christ’ as a puffed-up poet in Great Britain is said “ 


to have felt about Shakespeare, “He wrote many 
good things — but, of course, he had his limitations.” 
Some of the Higher Critics talk as if Christ had 
many good qualities, but lacked the wisdom of to- 
day, and therefore needed modernists of superior 
learning to select from his teachings such as are 


apptopriate for the present day. If Christ was the - 


“Great Teacher,” and spake “as never man spake,” 
he was competent to decide what should be taught, 
and he instructed his followers to teach all that he 
had commanded. 

The last “all” to which I call your attention is 
found in the concluding verses of the eleventh chap- 
ter of Matthew. “Come unto me, afl ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. ‘Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek 
and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

As Christ commissiorted his disciples to carry his 
message to ALL the world, so he offered salvation to 
ALL. Every heart that ever beat has been in search of 
peace; all have sought relief from the burdens of life. 
Christ is the Prince of Peace to all who will accept 
him, and he will give us strength to bear all the 
burdens that fall to the lot of man. His yoke is the 
only yoke that is easy —his burden the only burden 
that is light. 

The yoke is an emblem of service, but service is the 


- price of life as it is the price of happiness. It is dif- 


ficult to find a steer over six years old that has not 
a yoke mark upon its neck. he five-year-old steer 
that has not learned to wear the yoke is ready for the 
butcher’s block. As soon as it is full grown it is fat- 
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tened for killing; if it lives beyond that time it is a 
burden to its owner. . 

An old fable presents this fact. Two oxen came in 
from work one evening, and one of them said to the 
other, “I am tired of working; why this daily toil?” 
The next day the lazy ox rested in the barnyard while 
the industrious one went out as usual to his task. 
At night the lazy ox said to the industrious one, “Did 
the master say anything about me to-day?” 

“No,” replied the other. 

“Then,” said the lazy ox, “I will not go out to- 
morrow.” 

The second, evening the lazy ox inquired again, 
“Did the master say anything about me to-day? 

“Not directly,” said the industrious ox. 

“What did he say?” asked the first, anxiously. 

“Well,” said the other, “while he did not directly 
mention you, he remarked that he had to make a 
wef the slaughter house to-morrow.” 

e€ cannot escape a yoke. The question is not 
“Yoke or no yoke?” but “Whose yoke?” 

In every Christian land the individual chooses be- 
tween the yoke of the Devil and the yoke of Christ. 
It is a matter of choice, and the vote is not unani- 
mously for Christ’s yoke, although it ought to be. 
The Devil may not have invented the promissory note, 
but he uses it. Give him your allegiance, and he will 
promise anything; but his promises are worse than 
worthless. His service begins with pleasure and ends 
in pain—“the dead are there.” It is always noon 
when you put on the Devil’s yoke —the day is not as 
bright afterwards. The sun descends as one travels 
the Devil’s way, and the path ends in an impenetrable 
forest shrouded in darkness. Christ’s service begins 
with duty and ehds in joy—“his delight is in the 
law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate 
day and night.” It is always morning when we put 
on Christ’s yoke; the day grows brighter as we pursue 
our journey. And the way? It is as the path of the 
nen that “shineth more and more unto the perfect 

ay. 

LincoLn, NEB. 














Attending the Oriental Society Meeting 


Where, Athenian-like, every discussion was about “ some new thing ” 
By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D., President sf Xonis, Theological Seminary. and 














Readers of The Sunday School Times will be interested to learn that Dr. Kyle has been chosen President of Xenia 
Theological Seminary, although he will continue to hold his present chair. Xenia, which is the oldest theological 
seminary in the United States (1794), and also, thank God, one of the soundest, has had some able presidents, 
including the late incumbent, Dr. Joseph Kyle, deceased, a relative of the president-elect; the late Dr. W. G., 
Moorehead, and Dr. James Harper, of earlier days, who was a schoolmate in Belfast, Ireland, of Dr. McCosh, 
the noted Princeton theologian, and Dr. John Hall, the famous New York minister. Dr. Kyle’s next article will 
describe archeology’s testimony about the walls of Jerusalem, as a sidelight on the International Sunday-school 
lesson of September 3, ‘‘ Nehemiah Rebuilds the Walls of Jerusalem.’’ 


member of the scientific family. It was born 

in 1920, and so is just cutting its teeth, so to 
speak. But it is a very vigorous baby, with a 
promising career before it. It came through battle 
throes, and so is very distinctively a “war baby.” Af- 
ter the armistice was signed and the darkness ‘began 
to give way to the dawn of a new day for archeolog- 
ical research in the Holy Land, many interests be- 
gan to draw together; but for this there would prob- 
ably ‘have been no Palestine Oriental Society for 
years to come. It was most natural and easy for 
people who were allies in war to become allies in 
research in Bible lands which the war had set free 
from the rule of the Turk. So, while the allied 
nations were consulting about the government of 
Palestine, the three great research societies among 
those nations, the American, the English, and the 
French, drew together-for co-operation in research 
work, and especially in the consideration of all re- 
sults of such research. As already noted in the 
columns of The ‘Sunday School Times, our own 
Professor Clay, of Yale University, was the leader 
in effecting this co-operation. 

The membership is composed of Bible students 
who live here in Palestine, especially at Jerusalem, 
of others who come here from time to time, and of 
still others who neither live here nor come here, but 
who are sufficiently interested to pay the five dollar 
subscription fee and read the Proceedings. On the 
thirtieth of March, the day on which this is being 
written, the regular spring meeting was held in the 
College of St. Stephen, one of the great cluster of 
beautiful buildings of the Convent of the Domini- 
can Friars. These hospitable, genial monks, among 
whom are some of the very foremost of Palestinian 
scholars in the world, Pere LaGrange, Pere Dhorme, 
Pere Vincent, and Pere Abel, played the host ad- 
mirably and served us with a delightful tea without 
the deft hands of woman. In the coming days of 
women in politics, perhaps a good many of us mere 
men may have to emulate the example of these monks 
and “do the honors” for the family guests! 

There were present at this meeting about thirty 
vérsons, most of whom were members, with a very 


Tex Palestine Oriental Society is the youngest 





few visitors. The general public do not flock to 
the meetings of an Oriental Society, after the first 
meeting! In the absence of Professor Garstang, the 
President, Pere Dhorme presided. No startling dis- 
coveries were announced, but many interesting and 
important things were brought out. It is a require- 
ment of the Society that everything presented must 
be something new. Some of those things presented 
at this meeting with some comments will be of in- 
terest here, ‘ 

MAR EFFENDI BARGHUTI is a native Pal- 

estinian scholar who has done a wonderful work 
in collecting the folk-lore of Palestinian people, a 
folk-lore which is so rapidly being lost, which yet, 
if preserved while it may be, may sued much needed 
light upon many Biblical narratives, customs, and 
institutions. The more virile customs and learning 
of civilization drive this folk-lore into oblivion, The 
paper, prepared in English, was read to the Society 
by Dr. Albright, the Director of the Ameri- 
can School of Oriental Research. Some of the ideas 
of the Bedouin concerning judicial courts are very 
quaint and there is the usual naiveté found among 
people of primitive ways. 


The right to be a judge of the courts among the 
Bedouin is hereditary in certain families. et a 
judge must approve himself by his decisions, or in 
case he is unable to do so, he may point to the fact 
that his father was a great judge or at least a greater 
judge than the father of another judge who might 
be gotten to adjudicate the cause in dispute: cer- 
tainly a quaint application of the idea of aristocracy. 


If a judge cannot reach a decision, he has the 
right to seek a reconciliation of the parties; to set- 
tle the case out of court. If his attempt in this di- 
rection fails, then he may call in the assistance of 
another judge and let the case wait until he sees fit 
to render a decision. This latter alternative is not 
so much different from modern court methods! In- 
deed, one of the fundamental principles of all his- 
torical as well as archeological interpretation, is that 
human: nature is much the same in all ages, among 


JULY 22, 1922 


all people, and always finds some adequate way to 
express itself, - 

n case it is impossible for the judge to reach a 
decision as to the right in the case at all, he ‘may ap- 
peal to the “ordeal,” and in the following manner. 
A piece of iron is heated to a red heat and each of 
the litigants in turn is required to come up and lick 
that hot iron with his tongue. Any one who has 
heard a dispute between Orientals may find it difficult 
not to surmise that some wag devised that ordeal as 
an ironical rebuke of the wordiness of the disputa- 
tion. To hesitate at the ordeal is to arouse sus- 
picion. 


_ No fee is allowed to a lawyer for serving a client 
in a case, though he may be given a | sa aged Again 
the same old human nature that finds ways and 
means. However, before these judges, one may plead 
his own cause. Altogether, notwithstanding the 
quaint ways of these courts, there is that which sug- 
gests that dominant desire to do justice in each case 
that is reflected in so many of the references to 
judges in the Old Testament, a desire still prevalent 
among judges in the East to this day. I once heard 
Dr. Andrew Watson, one of the veteran mission- 
aries in the East, say that if he was on trial and 
was innocent, he would rather be tried before a 
good Oriental Kadi than by any other court in the 
world. It was doubtless that characteristic of judg- 
ments rendered by the Kadis of old that made so 
many of their decisions pass into the “judgments” ap- 
proved of God for the law of Moses and which gave 
to them their name “judgings,” decisions of judges. 


A= railroad goes off from the Jerusalem- 
Cairo Line to Beersheba. What a stir a puffing 
locomotive, which the fellaheen describe as “puff, puff, 
puff,” would have made among the camels of Abra- 
ham or Isaac or among the tribes of Israel as they 
first approached Palestine in this direction. The 
building of a railroad here raises the important ques- 
tion of the productiveness of the Negeb, the south 
country, this region in the upper part of the Sinai 
Peninsula. A railroad can only live upon transporta- 
tion needs, and here these depend altogether upon 
the productiveness of the region and the consequent 
needs of the population which such productiveness 
may be able to support. It is almost wholly desert 
now. Was it always so, and is it necessarily so? 
Dr. Canaan read a very important report of a 
survey of the caravan trade routes of the Negeb. 
He had found that in the first zone, that lying near- 
est to the now fertile lands to the north, there was 
evidence that it was once densély populated, and in 
the second zone, that lying farther south and so 


nearer to the hopeless desert, there were the remains - 


of many villages. Professor Palmer, that pioneer 
in so many features of the life and history of the 
desert of Sinai, found some years ago the same 
evidences in this region of a very considerable pop- 
ulation and prosperity. But as he reported then, 
so it is now; the villages have been deserted; the 
dykes and conduits have been broken, and the ne- 
glected fields have returned to the desert from which 
they were taken. 

These facts raise at.once the question of a great 
change that may have taken place in the amount of 
annual rainfall in this region. Dr. Canaan reported 
that a geological examination showed that there had 
been no appreciable change in the rainfall in western 
Asia since far back in the geologic ages of the past. 
But here are remains that indisputably testify to a 
“dense population,” and so to great productiveness, 
in the past. But one explanation is possible and the 
confirmation of this is not wanting: Palmer found 
abundant evidence of the extensive irrigation works, 
now fallen into decay. Dr. Canaan’s conclusion is 
in line with Palmer's discoveries; the husbanding 


of the water supply existing was the secret of the_ 


fertility of the past. It is also the hope, and the 
only hope, of the successful issue of the enterprise 
that built a railroad down to Beersheba. The pov- 
erty of this land is because of its waste; and the 
hope of future prosperity is in the conservation of 
its natural resources. This is as true of Palestine 
as of the Negeb. When her terraces and her aque- 
ducts are rebuilt she may be as fertile as of old. 
Incidentally, one may note also that the hope of 
America’s economic future is not in great discover- 
ies or inventions, not in industrial adjustments, not 
in political expedients or legislative panaceas, but 
in stopping the waste. This is one of the great les- 
sons for the blessing of the world which the land, 
the Fifth Gospel, teaches us. 


RCHEOLOGICAL material from German schol- 

ars, so long interrupted for the world of the 
allied nations, ts now beginning to appear, and some- 
what abundantly because of the long stoppage. Man- 
ifestly much work was still being done by Germans 
while they were fighting the rest of the world. The 
Sixth Tablet of the Creation and Deluge myth, pub- 
lished in The Sunday School Times last summer, 
from the discoveries at Asshur, was but a small part 
of the product of work at that old city. Now im- 
mense collections of cuneiform inscriptions are be- 
ing published, with much historical material and many 
collections of laws. When these are fully studied 
by Assyrian scholars and their significance made 




















Lesson for August 6 
Ezra 3:1 to 6:22 


apparent, there will probably appear many things of 
great value in the study of Old Testament history 
and prophecy. 


oR work at Ascalog, witeh se begun last year 
under the Palestine Exploration Fund, was taken 
up again in April, and is‘now under way. The Di- 
rector, Professor Garstang, one of the most compe- 
tent of English archeologists, reports that as yet only 
clearing of the cuttings of last year and a small be- 
ginning of excavation for this year has been ac- 
complished. Already, however, evident traces of 
Philistine occupation have appeared, and the moment 
of entrancing interest in the progress of the work 
is at hand. This was one of the principal Philistine 
cities, and hopes are high that the remains here may 
clear up the Philistine mystery and make us to know 
these strange people as we now know the Hittites. 
There is lacking only an inscription to complete their 
identification with the Cretans, but it would be dis- 
concerting if the inscription, when it does appear, 
should identify them with some other people. Thé 
influence of these people upon the arts and crafts 
of Palestine and upon the: early Hebrew civilization 
makes everything concerning them of transcendent 
interest. 
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Tragedies of ' 
the Higher Criticism 
What one Christian woman has seen 











Tee question of the Higher Criticism of the Bible 
is not merely an academic or intellectual one; it 
cuts into the very vitals of life. 

Recently a Christian woman had occasion to reply 
to a letter from a minister who questioned her con- 
demnation of the Higher Criticism. Her letter is 
very significant in its testimony as to the tragedies in 
human life that she had personally seen through the 
rejection of the Word of God, which is the basic posi- 
tion of the Higher Criticism as it exists to-day. She 
wrote as follows: 


“As to Marcus Dods [who accepted and taught the 
positions of the Higher Criticism], his confession 
stated plainly, ‘I. am a backslider,’ and declared, ‘I 
take no interest in, prayer.’ 

“T am sixty-five years old and have lived a strenu- 
ous life that has brought me in’touch with many 
thousands of people. I have seen earnest Christians 
come down to death under a cloud. But not one of 
them had lost interest in prayer. On the contrary it 
was the only interest left them. They prayed inces- 
santly. They begged others to pray. And always 
the cloud — which may have been created by the na- 
ture of their disease — was dissipated; the cruel en- 
emy who had taken advantage, of their weakness, 
was put to flight, and God’s light broke in upon them. 

“My own father passed through such an awful or- 
deal for three weeks before he died; but the day be- 
fore he left us he saw ‘Heaven opened and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God,’ as did Stephen; 
and when he passed out his face was so radiant with 
glory that instinctively and without a word to each 
other, every one of us drew back from the bed awed 
by the realization of the immediate presence of God. 

“The soul that is passing out uninterested in prayer, 
is indeed a backslider, and well for him or her if 
this terrible fact is realized. 

“Less than three months ago I was having my 
morning hour of prayer when there came to me a 
pac impression that I must go and see a woman 
who had never been other than the merest acquaint- 
ance and whom I had not seen more than two or 
three times in twenty years. , : 

“I was disturbed at the idea. If I was mistaken in 

p Be ok myself called to make this visit I would be 
sput in a very awkward position, for the disease was 
cancer of the throat, and it would seem likely under 
such circumstances that an outsider would be unwel- 
come. But as I prayed on, the call became clearer, 
and I went. 

“Death was written large on the woman’s ghastly 
face. The moment the nurse left the room I began 
to speak of Christ — dealing in general terms, for I 
knew nothing of her spiritual state. Then, she told 
me that two days before it had come to her, for the 
first time, that she was going to die. 

“(She did not know then and never knew what 
her malady was.) And she realized at once that she 
was not ready. She had been converted as a young 
woman at a Methodist altar; had joined the church 
of which she had always been an attendant, and for 
years was accounted a faithful Christian. But when 
Dr. —— began to promulgate his views as to a lim- 
ited inspiration, she accepted them. Then some one 
else’s teachings as. to-further deletions from God’s 
Word were incorporated into her belief. And so it 
went. It is a toboggan slide for the average church- 
member — if they at all understand and seriously 
consider and accept the views of those who believe 
only in partial inspiration From one negation to 
another had she gone, till the divinity of Christ was 
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fa doubt and the atonement had gone utterly by the 


rd. 

“Once roused, this dying woman cast about her for 
help. She went over the names of half a dozen old- 
fashioned Christians whom she knew, but each one 
was ill or away or otherwise hindered from commag. 
Then she thought of me—but we were so slightly 
acquainted that she shrank from thus appealing to an 
almost stranger. But the God to whom she cried in 
her deepest need sent me the message. 

“‘What made you come?’ she asked. 

“And when I told her a light broke over her skele- 
ton of a face. If God had heard one prayer, he would 
hear another, she thought, and he surely did! 

“But once her soul was saved, the terrible fact that 
her life had been lost weighed on her, If only she 
could be spared to take back the pernicious theories 
she had rejoiced to scatter. carelessly among her 
friends. It was not to be, and a few weeks later she 
went out, trusting alone in the merits and death of 
our Saviour. we 

“Why do I repeat all this? Because it is only one 
case of the many I personally know. A relative of 
my own who was once a useful, faithful Christian 
enthusiastically adopted Dr, ——’s theories; event- 
ually he became a Unitarian. He has ‘lost his life.’ 
Because so many are praying for him I believe he will 
come back some day, just as that dying woman did. 

“Oh, I could go on for hours and hours tediing of 
the havoc Higher Criticism has made among those 
I know. The son of a friend of mine said to his 
mother, ‘If the professors can persuade me that what 
they say about the Bible is true then overboard goes 
the whole thing for me. I can’t believe it in bits.’ 
They persuaded him, and now he is a leading lawyer 
and has no vestige of religion about him. 

“A newspaper man recently died here, who took 
one year in ——, with the intention of re ong | a 
minister. He got tangled up in Higher Criticism, lost 
his hope in Christ, and finally drifted out into an 
utterly godless life, and so died. i 

“One of my own sisters, led away by a friend, was 
overwhelmed by a great sorrow. -When I tried to 
comfort her she said, ‘I would give much to believe 
God’s Word as you do. But take that text you have 
just quoted, how do I know God ever said it? It 
may b only an interpolation, as so many are said 


© be. 

“I could fill-a book with the pitiful wrecks that 
have touched my life, and that lost their moorings 
and drifted on to the rocks, because some good Chris- 
tian minister, or some well-living professor planted 
in their minds the idea that the Bible must be taken 
with a few grains of salt. I don’t dare begin to quote 
the dishonoring statements that I myself have heard 
from the pulpit. I could not take time to do so, and 
you would be weney reading them. 

“Believing in all the great fundamentals as our 
fathers and the early Christians understood them does 
not make a spiritual Christian. Only daily associa- 
tion with Jesus can do that. But disbelieving these 
bed-rock facts makes such intimate fellowship with 
the Saviour impossible. May the Lord turn the hearts 
of the people back to a simple belief in his marvel- 
ous and unfailing Word.” 








Put in Jail to be Made Free 
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OMELESS, friendless, penniless, desperate, I 

made honest and peaceful people “stand and de- 
liver” at the end of a gun. God in his love and mercy 
intervened. I was arrested and identified by the 
police as an old offender and sent to jail. 

Good people would come and tell the wondrous 
story of the Christ who died to atone for our sins, 
to deliver us from the bondage of Satan into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God. I was un- 
moved and without hope, my heart was full of the 
bitterness of hate. The Gospel of love was not for 
me. Salvation, righteousness, and a clean life were 
not for me. Society was my enemy. Every man 
was against,me, my hand was against every man. 

In this miserable condition, while looking for some- 
thing to read among some old magazines I found a 
wonderful message of hope, a little pamphlet pub- 
lished by The Sunday School Times, entitled “The 
Life That Wins.” I had lost everything, — loved 
ones, friends, character, reputation. -But I had the 
natural human longing to live a winning life. I 
realized that hell and destruction were the end of a 
criminal life. Down deep in my heart I knew that 
peace and happiness could only come from a clean, 





In bringing your church and Sunday-school to the maxi- 
mum of efficiency, are you taking advantage of the up-to- 
date devices and equipment that modern ingenuity has 
made available ? If not, and if you wish help in any phase 
of your work, will you not write to the Service Aang 
ment of The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, so that you may be promptly put in touch 








with Supply Houses that can supply what you need? 
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honest, Christian life. So I read the message and 
believed : “There is only one life that wins; and that 
life is the life of Jesus Christ. Every man may have 
that life; every man may live that life.” 

When I was released from jail a policeman met me 
at the door to escort me out of town. He warned me 
never to come back. But I did come back: I came 
back to start right at a Christian mission where I 
surrendered my wretched life and accepted Christ as. 
my life. — Beyond the shadow of all doubt it is a 
winning life. A life of poveses freedom, of peace, of 
“joy unspeakable and full of glory.” 

“Well of water ever springing, 
Bread of life so rich and free, 
Untold wealth that never faileth- 

My Redeemer is to me. 


“Hallelujah! I have found Him 
hom my soul so long had craved! 
Jesus satisfies my longings, 
Through his blood I now am saved.” 
“ 


3849.” (I sign this with the number given to me 
while in prison.) 
we 


Mr. Landes as World’s Secretary 


FTER the death of Dr. Frank L. Brown, the 

much loved General Secretary of the World’s 
Sunday School Association, the name of W. G. 
Landes, General Secretary of the Pennsylvania State 
Sabbath School Association, was brought before the 
World’s Executive Committee. A dozen members 
of the fifty present seconded his nomination, and Mr. 
Landes was unanimously elected General Secretary 
of the World’s Association. . 

This was at the annual meeting of the World’s 
Sunday School Executive Committee, in New York 
last April, but it was not until the International 
Sunday School Convention at Kansas City in June 
that Mr. Landes was able to make public announce- 
ment of his acceptance of the election, in view of 
the various factors and weighty responsibilities in- 
volved in the decision. 

William Grant Landes was born in Lancaster, Pa., 
May 31, 1865. After graduating from High School 
he learned watch making, and moved up in that busi- 
ness until he had held various responsible positions 
in leading watch factories, including Peoria and 
Elgin, Ill. He finally left the business world to be- 
come a special representative of the well-known Sun- 
Sey -cehens supply house, the David C. Cook Pub- 
lishing Company. 

Meantime he had been an active worker in the 
Sunday-school, teaching a large Bible Class of young 
men, getting to Sunday-school conventions, later be- 
coming prominent in the state and in the International 
field. He was called to the General Secretaryship 
of the Pennsylvania State Sabbath School Association 
in 1904, succeeding Mr. Hugh Cork in that position at 
Mr, Cork’s recommendation, Mr. Landes proved to 
be an expert in convention work, a beautiful singer 
and enthusiastic conductor of music, with a person- 
ality and beauty of Christian character which win 
lasting friends. He knows men; he knows the Sun- 
day-school; he knows the organized Sunday-school 
work;-.he knows God. 

In recent years Mr. Landes has been one of the 
outstanding Sunday-school workers of North Amer- 
ica and the’world. Twice he has made a trip around 
the world in the interests of the World’s Sunday 
School Association. Knowing the local school as a 
superintendent, the district and county work as an 
official of these, the state work as a secretary for 
nearly eighteen years in Pennsylvania, the Inter- 
national by serving on its prominent committees for 
years, the World’s as a member of its Executive 
Committee and by his world tours, the wisdom shown 
in calling him to his latest position cannot be doubted. 
May many. bear him up in prayer. He begins his 
work in the World’s Sunday-school office in New 
York City the first of November. 


bd 
Misunderstanding 


This is one of the many beautiful messages in verse in the 
volume “ Heart Songs’’ by Dr. Henry W. Frost, a coilection 
of ‘Verses for Christians” written ayt of the rich Bible 
study and Christian experience that readers of The Sunday 
School Times have come to prize in Dr. Frost's " Little Ser- 
mons’’ and other work in these columns. The book of 109 
selections makes a choice gift book, and may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company at $1.25. 


** Now I know in part.’” 


SAID in. haste, The sun shines not to-day ! 

For I had gazed at the great, vaulted sky 
Where God had set the lights to cheer the eye 
And had seen naught but clouds, hence I did say 
The light had failed ;—yet back of cloudy lining 
The sun, through all the day, was brightly shining ! 


I said in haste, God loves me not to-day! 

For I had prayed that all my life might be 

Hedged fast about, and so from sorrow free, 

Hence, when dark sorrow came, I shrank away 

And thought God’s love had ceased ;—yet Love’s 
denying 

Costs more than granting, when sad souls are crying ! 
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LESSON 6. AUGUST 6. THE TEMPLE REBUILT AND DEDICATED 


Golden Text.—My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of Jehovah.—Psalm 84: 2 





The Lesson Pilot 


By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 


HE twenty-fifth annual convention of the Zion- 

ist Organization of America met in Philadelphia 

on June 25, listened to a message from Presi- 
dent Harding, declaring that he had entertained “a 
long-time interest both sentimental and practical in 
the Zionist movement,” and adopted an important 
resolution aimed at the strengthening of the Jewish 
tenure in Palestine. It called upon the British Gov- 
ernment, one of the Philadelphia newspapers stated, 
“to take immediate steps to bring about the final 
ratification of the mandate over Palestine at the 
forthcoming meeting of the League of Nations, ‘in 
order that its covenant with the Jewish people shall 
no longtr be a subject of hostile propaganda. The 
resolution states, in part, that the Jewish people 
have waited in patience and hope for the consum- 
mation of the policy which was included in the Bal- 
four declaration on November 2, 1917, and confirmed 
when it was embodied into the treaty of Sevres at 
San Remo in April, 1920. Now it is desired that 
prompt and final action be taken.” 

There is no little in this to remind us of the re- 
turn from Babylon (Mrs. Askew, .3, 4), featured 
by proclamations of rulers, opposition from old ten- 
ants— for Israel contended then with Samaritans as 
Zionists now with Arabs (Dr. Smellie, 4, 5),—and 
persistence under difficulties (the Little Jetts). God 
said through the prophets that Israel would return 
from the Seventy Years. He has also said through 
the prophets that they shall return from the long 
Dispersion! 


Our Background Material 


Haggai, first of the post-exilic prophets, sounds 
God’s call to an apathetic pees to rebuild his ruined 
Temple. He and Zechariah returned with Zerubabbel. 
The work of building, delayed through Samaritan _in- 
fluence, might have been resumed when Darius Hys- 
taspis took the throne (521 B. C.), had not proph- 
ecy proved a sedative rather than a tonic to some 
of the leaders. They applied the “seventy years” to 
the Temple as well as to the Exile, holding that as 
sixty-eight years had passed since its destruction 
(588 B. C.), “the time had not come . .. for the 
Lord’s house to be built” (Hag. 1: 1-11). . 

They were content to let the Temple lie in ruins, 
while they built “cieled” houses for themselves. 
Haggai was ably seconded by Zechariah, and under 
their appeals the work began again in the second 
year of Darius. Both prophets look far beyond this 
rebuilt Temple to that whose courts shall be trod 
by the Desire of All Nations, who is Messiah, the 
royal Branch. The teacher should read Ezra and 
these two prophecies before coming to the class. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face poures at the end 

of certain peragraphe in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

With what cities are you familiar whose popula- 
tion would about 7“ the first company of re- 
turning exiles? (Mr. Teas, 1, 2; Dr. Smellie, 1; Dr. 
Thomas, I, 1.) : 

A fine analysis is providéd by Dr. Thomas (in 
The Lesson’s Main Message), but it will require 
a study of the whole book by the teacher. hen 
the temple of Solomon is compared with this one, 
and the dedication with this dedication, and the 
contents with the lack of contents in Ezra’s build- 
ing, we can easily understand why the old men, who 
had seen the first temple, wept (Dr. Smellie, 3). 

“The Glory of God’s Temples,” by W. C. Stevens, 
on page 431, is a fine “sidelight,” summing up the his- 
tory of all temples mentioned in the Bible. 

How to use the teaching principle of comparison 
is brought out in a fine study by Dr, Ellis. 

So far as there is a sincere mourning for the past 
sins of the nation, this grief may not be unjustifiable. 
The great lack in the repaired Temple is the She- 
kinah glory. God is now governing, not in the midst 
of his people in the actual Presence, between the 
cherubim in the Holy of Holies, but from distant 
heaven, through Gentile kings who, for the most part, 
know him not (Family Worship for Tuesday). But 
in another sense this grief should have been amaz- 
ingly tempered by the promises of future glory, 
given through Haggai and Zechariah (Dr. Smellie, 
6; Dr. Thomas, I, 2; Round-Table, 4, 5). 

In a comment on this very passage, when the Les- 
son Cycle years ago included it, the late Dr. C. I. 
Scofeld_ (“Things New and Old,” Our Hope Publi- 
ca.ion Office, New York, $2), drew this message: 

“Men of the first type, many of them in Our day, 
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Ezra 3:1 to 6:22 


tizto2:23; Isa. 62; Rev. 21:2 to 


Primary ic : Building God’s House. 
Monery Verso 7 Barr’ tare 1s quac wtth Uheshsstving, 
And into his courts with se. 


Junior Topic : —Psalm 100 : 4, 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
3: 10-13; 6 : 14-16 , 


3:10 And when the builders laid the foundation of the 


temple of Jehovah, ‘they set the priests in their apparel 
with trumpets, and the Levites the sons of Asaph with 
cymbals, to praise Jehovah, after the order of David king 
of Israel. 11 And they sang one to another in praising and 
giving thanks unto Jehovah, saying, For he is good, for his 
lovingkindness endureth forever toward Israel. And ail 
the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised 
Jehovah, because the foundation of the house of Jehovah 
was laid. 12 But many of the priests and Levites and 
heads of fathers’ houses, the old men that had seen ? the 
first house, when the founda’ of this house was laid 
before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and many shouted 
aloud for joy: 13 so that the people could not discern the 


noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of 
the people; for the people shouted with a loud shout, and 
the noise was heard afar off. 


riah the son of Iddo. And they builded and finished it, 
according to the commandment of the God of Israel, and 
according to the decree of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artax- 
erxes king of Persia. 15 And this house was finished on 
the third day of the month Adar, which was in the sixth 
year of the reign of Darius the king. 

16 And the children of Israel, the priests and the Levites, 
and the rest of the children of the captivity, kept the ded- 
ication of this house of God with joy. 


1 According to some MSS., the priests stood. 2Or, the 
first house standing on its foundation, when this house 
was before their eyes. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








men of a deep knowledge of the Scriptures and who 
should be mighty for Eod, are so persuaded of the 
degeneracy of the times, of the widespread apostasy 
from sound doctrine, and of the pervading sectarian 
confusion that they discourage all constructive work 
for Christ. ‘To what end,’ they ask, ‘since all is 
confusion, ‘since so few give a clear testimony? Why 
seek to reconstruct a ruin? If, indeed, we might 
hope to reproduce the order, the zeal, the doctrinal 
soundness of the apostolic church, then would we 
build with you. But, alas! that may not be.’ 

“The truth being that there never was an ‘apos- 
tolic church’ in the sense of a great organization of 
churches, and all pervaded by koly zeal and bibli- 
cal accuracy. It is purely a figment of the imagina- 
tion. There were, in apostolic times, scattered 
churches, made up for the most part of slaves and 
of the very poor; and some of these were zealous 
and holy and well instructed, and some were carnal 
and mistaught. 

“Never since Christ has there been so grand a 
chance to build local churches after the apostolic 
mould and faith as just now when there is so much 
confusion and discord. There is no real room in 
Christianity for pessimism. The Christian knows that 
this age ends in apostasy, but he need not be an 
apostate. The veryclamor about him of destructive crit- 
icism, of evolutionism gone mad, of theosophy, Chris- 
tian Science and ‘new thought’ is but a call to him 
to abide faithful.” . 

A right beginning is very important. The Rem- 
nant properly began with the burnt offering, and 
building the Temple, letting the wall-building wait 
(Dr. Smellie, 2). And for all that God had wrought 
the people were duly grateful (Round-Table, 2). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


The human body is God’s temple to-day (1 Cor. 
3:16, 17; 6:19; 2 Cor. 6:16; Dr. Thomas, III, 3). 
God wishes “a great house,” but there is one thing 
which mars a temple, and keeps it from being a 
great house of God (Family Worship for Wednes- 
day). The Shekinah Presence did not return to the 
temple of Ezra (Family Worship for Tuesday). 
But this glory abides in the heart and shines from 
the eye-windows of every Spirit-filled believer. 
What sort of a temple have you built? (Round- 
Table, 1; Mr. Teas, 4, 5.) And all these individual 
temples together are the stones that build the spir- 
itual temple of God’s invisible church (1 Peter 2: 
5). And it will abide foreveg. Its. Foundation en- 
sures that! (Round-Table, 3.) 
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Teaching Points 

Music certainly has its place in worship, if the 
musicians are God’s children (Mr, Ridgway, 1). 

Life is a pendulum swinging between a smile and a 
ils has been said (Mr. aswan, 2; Dr. Smellie, 
’ The comets turns our thoughts to our own church 
building. hat does ours mean to us? (Mr. How- 
ard; Dr, Thomas, III, 4; Mrs. Askew, 1, 2.) Some- 
thing girls can do to help in their church work is 
mentioned. by Mrs. Askew (5). 


There is a sense in which the Temple of God’s 
Word, so far as its full and final authority is con- 
cerned, has been torn down by the destructive 
Higher Criticism. It is amazing what an appeal 
there is in books like Wells’ “Outlines of History,” 
to men who have come out of old-fashioned Chris- 
tian homes, but who are not rooted and grounded 
in Bible truth. Are we helping to repair this tem- 
ple? (The Cartoon.) 


“To-day the churches of Jesus Christ stand upon 
every highway with the mendicant’s whine of need, 
and the mendicant’s outstretched palm. When a 
new meeting house is to be built every device is re- 
sorted to to secure from a religion-patronizing world 
as great a share of the cost as possible. No money 
is too ‘tainted’ to be taken for the Lord’s work. 
Men against whom reputable and responsible per- 


sons make charges of perjury, fraud, greed, deliber- , 


ate injury of the weak and defenseless, are ap- 
proached for great gifts to so-called Christian work. 
It is a time for the old Bible cry: ‘Come ye out from 
among them and touch not the unclean thing.’”— 
Dr. Scofield. 

Questions for Study and Discussion 


How large a city would Zerubbabel’s remnant of 
fifty thousand have built? 


Who were the Restoration prophets of Ezra’s day? 


What were the differences between Solomon’s and 
Ezra’s Temples 


What is the spiritual law of “safety first”? (Mr. 
Teas, 3.) nt 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


This Week's Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice- President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE or Comparison.—Train pupils 
to make comparisons and to detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 











OX of the most impressive things in the account 
_of the rebuilding of the temple is the contrasted 
feelings awakened when the foundation was laid. 
Many shouted for joy, but others wept with a loud 
voice. Those who wept were the old men who re- 
membered the first house. Those who had not seen 
the first temple had no basis for comparison, and it 
was no doubt so different from their days of exile 
without any temple at all that to them the splendor 
of the former temple was unimportant. Ezra 3: 12, 
however, suggests to us the wisdom of comparison 
between this occasion and the former one, that we 
may -the better interpret the feelings of those who 
wept, as well as enter into the emotions of those 
who having hung their harps on the willows in a 
strange land were now full of joy at the prospect 
of worship of Jehovah in the land forever dear to 
the children of Abraham. The first temple was built 
by their own king in the day of their nation’s glory, 
this one under the permission of foreign kings when 
Israel’s glory was departed and her people in exile — 
“children of the captivity.” As for the building itself, 
we have but to-recall the differing circumstances of 
the people to realize how different the amount of 
wealth and quality of workmanship available for the 
first temple. But more significant still is the state- 
ment of the Mishna that the second temple lacked 
five things present in the first—the ark, the sacred 
fire, the shekinah, the Holy Spirit, and the Urim 
and Thummim., 

Two similarities are worthy of notice, the note of 
praise was the same at both dedications: “For he is 
good, for his mercy endureth forever”; and while 
the number of animals sacrificed was hundreds as 
compared with the thousands slain by Solomon, yet 
this second temple also was dedicated in recognition 
of the fact that “without the shedding of blood there 
is no remission.” 


Huntinopon, PA. 
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Lesson for August 6 
Ezra 3:1 to 6:22 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





l. The Lesson’s Main Message 
Connection. After some months’ journey the re- 


turning exiles arrived in Jerusalem about the time 
of the festivals (September-October). There were 
about fifty thousand, and they soon saw their duty. 
Before they thought of homes or city they began 
first at the temple—“In the beginning God —” (1) 
Earnest Worship. (3: 1-6). All the people came to 
Jerusalem with united purpose (v. 1). They put 
‘first things first” (Matt. 6: 33); and after building 
‘the altar recommenced the daily offerings and re- 
sumed the old festivals. Their loyalty and love led 
them to recognize God and put him in the supreme 
place (Prov. 3:6). 
Careful Preparation (3:6-9). But the heaer had 
. to be rebuilt, and so laborers were employed, mate- 
rials gathered, and overseers appointed (v. 7). 
Zerubbabel was of the Davidic line, and was prob- 
ably the governor. a was of the priestly line, 
‘grandson of the high priest who had been punished 
y Nebuchadnezzar. ‘ 
Hearty Service (3: 10-13). The realization of what 
this renewal of worship meant led to praise and the 
experience and expression of delight (vs. 10, 11). 
But many of the older people, full of the memories 
of the past, could not help feeling and showing their 
‘deep sorrow, and so the two features, joy and sor- 
row, clashed. Old men tend to look back and talk 
of the “good old days,” while young people as natu- 
rally face the future. But we must never let our 


thanksgiving be deadened by grieving or whining 
ing and i . 


over the past. Christ is stil g and it is always 
“better farther on.” While we cling to old prin- 
ciples let us have open minds for new forms and 


methods. “The old order changeth, pane place 
to new, .. . lest one good custom should corrupt the 
world.” Besides, the past in the Jewish case was due 


to sin, and their sorrow should have meant (perhaps 
did mean) repentance and determination to do bet- 
ter in future. They had certainly learned much in 
Babylon. (2) 

Strong Opposition (4: 1-24). Then difficulties arose 
and adversaries resisted the work. These were 
Samaritans (2 Kings 17:33), whose religion was a 
mixture of truth and error. But their offer of hel 
was rejected because of the perils of association wit 
these corrupt worshipers. Then the adversaries took 
further steps (v. 4), and went so far as to appeal 
to the king, who ordered the work to be stopped. 
Nothing more was done for fifteen years. 

Joyous Resumption (5:1 to 6:23). Through the 
efforts of two prophets (5:1) who encouraged the 
leaders, the work was recommenced. The governor 
and his associates demanded the re&son for this and 
wrote to the king, evidently not believing what the 
Jews had told them. But Darius found the decree 
of Cyrus (6:2, 3), and at once ordered all opposi- 
sition to cease, and, still more, he commanded all pos- 
sible assistance to be given them. At length the temple 
was finished (6:15) and with great joy the place 
was dedicated and the passover restored. 

Devotional Reading: Psalm too. A psalm of 
praise, illustrating the feelings of the returned exiles 
when their temple was rebuilt: (1) The call, verses 
I, 2; (2) the reason, verse 3; (3) the renewed call, 
verse 4; (4) the new reason, verse 5. 

Books.—Pulpit Commentary on Ezra (Funk and 
Wagnalls, New York, 51 vols., $2.50 a vol.; sold only 
in sets). Davis’ Bible Dictionary for names of per- 
sons and places (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 
$4). “Israel’s Failure and God’s Faithfulness,” by 
the present writer (The Sunday School Times Co., 
50 cts. a dozen. 5 cts. each, $4 a hundred). 


II. Reference Material 


Haggai 1:1 to 2:23; Isaiah 62; Revelation 21:1 to 
22:5. 

1. Haggai 1:1 to 2:23. Book of the contemporary 
prophet, illustrating Ezra 5:1, It is full of (1) 
rebukes, (2) encouragements, in regard to the re- 
building of the Temple. 

2. Isaiah 62. Restoration. (1) Primarily, the chap- 
ter refers to these circumstances, (2) Secondarily, 
the full meaning is still future. 

3. Revelation 21:1 to 22:5. The last vision of all, 
— | eames and Earth. God’s worship. No temple 
needed. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: Love for God’s House. 
The house of God in the New Testament refers to 
people, not place. But to-day the church building 
is a rallying-point and center for God’s people. 
Something of Psalm 122 should mark our lives as 
we contemplate the privilege of worship and fel- 
lowship with other Christians. (1) Feeling (v. 1). 
(2) Expectation (v. 2). (3) Appreciation (vs. 3-5). 
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(4) Prayer (vs, 6-8). (5) Effort (v.9). The vari- 
ous ideas here indicated should be applied to all the 
interests of the Church of Christ with which we are 
associated. (3) 

2. Young People and Adults: What God’s House 
Should Mean to a Community. A church has three 
purposes, and all should be realized: (1) A center 
of instruction. We should know God’s truth. (2) 
A center of fellowship. We should realize and ex- 
press God’s love. (3) A center of service. We should 
do God’s work of evangelization (sinner) and edifi- 
cation (saint). Is this what our church is? And 
are we doing our share to make and keep it so? 


“What sort of church would our church be, 
If each church-member were just like me?” 


(4) 

IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

Our work is that of petition. the spiritual temple. 
What can we do towards it? Notice the four things 
in this lesson in regard to the temple at Jerusalem 
and let them be our guide. 

1. Union. Of heart and purpose (3:1). 

2. Consecration. This is the meaning of the burnt 
offerings (3:3). “All for Christ.” See Romans 12: 


I, 2. 
3. Action (3:7-10). (1) Gifts, liberal and syste- 
matic. (2) wae by all and hearty. 


4. Exultation (3:11-13). Thanksgiving and trust. 


If therefore our individual life is right with God 
and man, God will bless and use us, 


V. Leading Questions 

Why did they start with the Temple and not the 
city walls? 

What is the origin of the difference mentioned in 
John 4:9? 

What is the value of worship? 

Why are there no hymn-books in heathen religions? 


What were the three Temples of Scripture, and 
what features were common to them? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Borne On Unto Perfection 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


ORE than forty-two thousand of the exiled 

Jews had returned with Zerubbabel from Bab- 

ylon to Jerusalem. They were settled in the 
holy | itself and in the surrounding towns and vil- 
lages. It was the inauguration of a new period in 
their national history; and to-day we see them as 
they set forth on the untried and often difficult ex- 
periences in front. .(1) 


There is the good beginning. 

The earliest act of the colonists was to raise again 
from ‘its ruins the altar of burnt-offering; and their 
next, im the second year of their coming, was to lay 
the foundations of the temple. The city round about 
was still desolate, its streets strewn with stones dis- 
lodged from their proper places, and its walls little 
else than ugly heaps of charred and blackened ashes. 
But the city must wait for its restoration, until the 
house of God stood Once more on its ancient site. It 
was more important. that his worship should be re- 
established than that tower and battlement and forti- 
fication should rise to shield the townsfolk from dan- 
ger, for He is ever the best bulwark and defense of 
a people. Thus these Jéws teach us to put first things 
first, to erect the sanctuary before we look to the 
furnishing of the home and security of the state, and 
to honor God most of all. (2) 

It is a graphic account which is given of the lay- 
ing of the foundation. There was an outburst of 
music and song from the younger men; but, mingling 
with this, there were loud lamentations and the noise 
of weeping from their elders, who half a century 
before, had been familiar with Solomon’s temple in 
its gleaming marble and gold. They were thinking 
of the sorrows through which they had passed, of the 
years of weary captivity, of the gaps in their num- 
bers, and of the smallness of the new community in 
comparison with the populous nation of former times. 
It seems — does it not? —as though the house of God 
must always be built to this strangely blended accom- 
paniment of gladness and grief, laughter and tears. 
In the soul, in the family, and in the church, we are 
to raise shrines for him; but, in each of these spheres, 
what need there is for the weeping of penitence as 
well as for the rapture of praise! Set let the praise 
predominate. For the grace of the Lord is unspeak- 
able, and “in his temple everything saith, Glory!” (3) 


But, after the good beginning, there is the mourn- 
ful check.’ 

A long interval of twenty years followed the day 
when the foundation stone was laid. During most of 
it the Jews, who had started so nobly, were inactive. 
Their ardors were cooled; the fire of their zeal flick- 
ered and waned. Some of them were too dejected 
to prosecute the sacred enterprise farther, and others 
were frankly indifferent. Through season after sea- 
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son the temple of God remained unfinished, a torso, a 
pathetic and useless fragment. _ 

What hindered the men, who, like the Galatians of 
the New Testament, had run well at the outset? 
Mainly, it was the antagonism of the Samaritans. 
These semi-idolatrous neighbors of theirs, who wor- 
ones the Lord and served their own graven images, 
had offered the Jews their alliance and friendship. 
But the Jews said No to the offer. They were back 
in the city of their fathers,-purged from their own 
previous idolatries, filled with the hope of a com- 
ing Messiah, and devoted to Jehovah as the One 
God. It would only drag them down, to enter into 
bonds of amity with those who were half-pagan in 
belief and practise. Their refusal was brave and 
right. But it was pitiful that, having uttered it, 
they lost courage, and sank into timorousness, and 
trembled before the enemies their fidelity had con- 
ay" up, and abandoned the building of God’s house. 


Yet we cannot blame them very severely. De nobis 
fabula narratur; too often the same sad story of “the 
check, the change, the fall” has to be told of our- 
selves. It is one thing to have the commencement 
of the rd’s temple in the soul or the home or 
the church; and another thing to continue steadfast 
in the trust and the prayer and the toil which raise 
it from stage to stage. The hostile Samaritans are 
never far dfetant, and we are frightened by their op- 

osition. The temper of an unbelieving or a half- 

lieving world affects us insensibly and injuriously. 
And some of us need to learn that it is not sufficient 
to say, “I have found the Messias”; in humbles® de- 
pendence on heaveyly grace, we must go on to Say, 
“T have kept the faith.” (5) 


Happily there is, by and by, the brighter close. 

God, who guides the movements of republics and 
empires whether they are conscious of it or no, placed 
on the throne of Persia a monarch kindly disposed 
to the Jews. The machinations of the Samaritans 
were overruled and stopped. And, side by side with 
these outer changes, and yet more important, the 
flame of religious revival broke forth in Jerusalem 
itself. The prophets Haggai and Zechariah —one a 
veteran soldier of God, the other a youth just gird- 
ing on his armor for the pees fight — summoned the 
people to penitence for their sluggishness and fail- 
ure, to renewed consecration, and to an obedience 
which should take up afresh and complete the inter- 
mitted service and forgotten work. At length, amid 
great rejoicing, the temple was finished and dedicated 
in the sixth year of King Darius. (6) 

It surely is best when the Lord’s fellow-laborers 
do not need the stimulus of revival, but when, looking 
continuously to him, and confiding habitually in his 
Spirit’s presence and power, they go on building his 
temple from the beginning of the year to the end of 
the year. But, when the hands do hang down, and 
the knees are enfeebled, and the work no longer en- 
lists our energies as it should, how infinitely loving 
it is of him to send us a time of refreshing! We 
thank our Lord that he bears, forbears, and forgives, 
in a patience that does not tire. He restores our 
souls, and leads us anew in the paths of righteous- 
ness for his Name’s sake. 

And yet, let us be borne on unto perfection—to 
adopt Bishop Westcott’s most suggestive rendering 
of the counsel. in the Epistle to the Hebrews. Be- 
cause we know ourselves to be sustained constantly 
by One who never fails or forsakes us, let us, alike 
in character and in service, expect greater things 
from God and attempt greater things for him. 


CARLUKE, SCOTLAND, 
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The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


ys BUILDING the house of the Lord the Jews were 
presenting to us a vivid picture of our work in 
building the spiritual temple, which is composed of 
the “living stones” drawn. from the black quarries of 
sin. Itis dreary, weary work to toil day after day down 
in the shadows, hewing the unyielding granite; but 
the day of praise is coming. It was a “Living-stone” 
who cleared the path in Africa for other helpers in 
the temple; but the work of God goes~on but slowly, 
and few go to win the black diamonds for Christ 
from Africa. Eighty million in Central Africa are 
still pagan, and eight hundred tribes (approximately) 
are almost entirely without the Gospel; including the 
French Niger Provinces, the number of waiting tribes 
(or shall we call them quarries?) probably exceeds 
two thousand. Why do the builders all crowd into 
the easy and worked-out quarries near their homes? 


Nracara Fa ts, Can. 
we 


When a book written first of all to help Sunday- 
school teachers to become better teachers is seized 
upon by day-school teachers’ reading courses, it is 
evidently well worth while. Dr. Brumbaugh’s book, 
“The Making of a Teacher,” is thus widely used. Have 
you seen it? (The Sunday School Times Co., Phila- 
delphia, $2, postpaid.) 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Music.—Priests . . . with trumpets, 
and the Levites . . . with cymbals, to 
praise Jehovah (v. 10). Notwithstand- 
ing the premiers place given to music 
in the Bible —instruments in the Old 
Testament and songs in the. New — yet 


I was born and reared in a religious) he weiiiemaoen aa teenie die 


' They told me at Northfield that when 


sect that “bore testimony” against “such 
worldly things.” That religious body 
awoke one day to find its young people 
leaving it and going into churches where 
these very things make up an important 
art of the worship (Eph. 5:19). 
hen the cabinet organ was first intro- 
duced there were many religious folks 
who were not Quakers who objected. 
“I wouldn’t have no patent thing a-squeal- 
ing over me,” as the poet expressed it. 
The head man of the sreeing, my father 
belonged to, Mr. Shessie B. Worth, had 
a piano in his parlor. He said to father 
with a chuckle, “Craig, I always enter- 
tain the visiting Friends in the sitting- 
room.” Of course, there have been times 
when we have thought most tenderly of 
the Quaker music inhibition. “Swans 
sing before they die, ’Twere no bad thin 
if certain persons died before they sing, 
as some longsuffering poet has also sung. 
Noble music nobly done has the power 
to lift the worshiping soul right up to 
the very gates of heaven, Charley, do 
you remember that woman we heard that 
night in the Doyer Street Midnight Mis- 
sion—a “Mrs. Mavor,” singing to the 
bums? What church-goer has not 
many and many a time found him- 
self with a melted soul and a watery 
face as some master of organ or son 
has played upon the strings of his heart? 
I cannot play an instrument or raise 
a tune, but my spirit floats right up on 
the waves of real music. (1) 


Laughter and Tears.—TJhe people 
could not discern the noise of the shout 
of joy from the noise of the weeping (v. 
13). Shortly after I got out of college 
a “panic” struck ‘the land and our works 
about shut up. I answered an adver- 
tisement for a bookkeeper. I was se- 
lected from a host of applicants. My 
employer was one Abraham Reinheimer, 
one of the finest men I have ever known 
and an honor to the Jewish race. When 
I came to leave home “for the tempta- 
tions of the great city” (on $7 a week, 
board, $5 a week!), Mother fell on my 
neck and cried and cried. That was all 


right of course, but when I came back| 


some weeks afterwards she fell on my 
neck again and cried just as hard as be- 
fore.” Sorrow and Joy not only occupy 
the same flat, but the adjoining rooms 
of the flat. I was going to say “next- 
door neighbors,” but these notes are up- 
to-date, and folks are now doing “‘li ht 
housekeeping” in flats instead of fiv- 
ing in houses with front yards and neigh- 
bors. Laugh and cry are synonymous 
as modes of expression. It all depends 
upon the kind of a girl. Men are not 
much on the cry, especially the cry of 
joy. We men often feel like crying 
for sorrow or disappointment or pity, 
but we clamp right down on the tear 
glands. Many a fellow has wished he 
was a girl that he might sit down and 
have a good old cry. Ever been hungry 
for a good laugh? At some dinner 
where the speaking is dull and pokey. 
Well, most girls get that kind of hun- 
gry for a good cry (Sh, girls,—so do 
I). Now i 
built this way, we need not be surprised 
at these Orientals when they had, as they 
thought, gotten back home with the God 
of their fathers. Remember that little 
story Jesus told about the children play- 
ing games in the market-place? Well, 
that is the idea (Matt. 11: 16-19). (2) 


Fellow-Workmen.—And they builded 
and finished it, according to the com- 
mandment of God Cyrus, and 
Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia 
(6:14). “God and Cyrus and Darius 
and Artaxerxes.” These kings did not 
worship God. The professor or your 
dictionary will tell you all about them 
and their religion if you are interested. 
The thing to notice here is that God 
worked together with these “heathen.” 
Workers together with him (1 Cor. 3 

God worked together with Assyria 





some of us Occidentals are | 
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for the punishment of his people and he 
works together with Assyria for the res- 
toration of his people. hen you build 
your new church there can be no ob- 
ection if the “heathen” are pleased to 
elp you. In those “good old times”! 
some folks grow eloquent about, can’t 
sae just see those old Puritans helpi 
oger Williams build a church, an 
helping the Quakers to build a meeting 
house! They ran Roger out of town into 
Quakers. 


the Catholics of the village undertook to 
build them a church, Mr. Moody sent 
them a nice donation, with a brotherly 
message. When later Mr. Moody came to 
build the Northfield church, the Catho- 
lics, sey | poor, could give no money 
but they brought their teams and ca 
stone for the church’s foundations. Dur- 
ing the war when we were raising mil- 
lions for starving and suffering Europe 
no one ever asked or knew or cared 
what the sufferers were. It was enough 
to know the terrible need and down 
for all you could. Workers together 
with him. This is God’s plan for the 
race, 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 


4 
The Illustration Round -Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit illus‘ ations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
Short illustrations, of from 75 to 150 words, 
are great! preferred. bien will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 
Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better chance of acceptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


What Are You Doing?—The builders 
laid the foundation of the temple of Je- 
hovah (Ezra 3:10). Three stone-cut- 
ters were working on a stone. A stranger 
asked the first what he was doing. “I’m 
working for $7.50 a day,” he replied. 
“And you?” the stranger asked the sec- 
ond. “I’m cutting this stone,” growled 
the laborer. When the question was put 
to the third stone-cutter, he answered, 





“I’m building a cathedral."—From the 


Literary Digest. Sent by the Rev. F. 
Smith, Carthage, S. D. (1) 

A Child’s Thanksgiving. — Giving 
thanks unto Jehovah (v. 11). It was a 
harvest festival and the children of the 
Primary verre were present. After 
a prayer of thanksgiving there was a 
slight pause, and the silence was broken 
by the voice of a tiny mite, who had her 
eyes’ shut and her hands clasped, and 
who, quite unconscious that any would 
be listening, was heard to say, “Thank 
you, dear God.”—From the Sunda 
School Chronicle. Sent by W. R. Clark, 
Belper, Eng. (2) 


Destroying Reminders of God? — 
They praised Jehovah, because the foun- 
dation of the house of Jehovah was laid 
(v.11). One of the Red Republicans of 
1793 told a good peasant: “We are go- 
ing to pull down your churches and your 


steeples — all that recalls past ages and 
all that brings to your mind the idea 
of God.” MCitizen-” replied the good 


peasant, “pull down the stars then.” The 
church is built upon a strong foundation 
—wupon Christ himself—From the Sun- 
day Compenien. Sent by Mrs. B. G. 
Dowen, Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng. (3) 


His Greatest Wonder.—Many shouted 
aloud for joy (v. 12). A converted 
Hindu was persecuted bitterly for ac- 
cepting Christ. His relatives, particu- 
larly, seemed filled with deadly hate 
against him for forsaking the religion 
of his ancestors, and did what they could 
to force him to deny Christ. Some sym- 
pathetic friends asked him how it was 
possible for him to bear so much trou- 
ble, but he replied: “Ask me rather how 
it is possible for me to bear all the joy 
that P have in the service and fellowship 
of Christ."—From the Record of Chris- 
tian Work. Sent by Emma C, Fisk, 
Boonville, N. Y. 


For the Garden.—And many shouted 
aloud for joy (v. 12). Robert Louis 
Stevenson saw deep into the meaning of 
religion in the parable he gives us of 
his soul’s garden. He presents the pic- 
ture of his going out and conversing 
with his gardener, and finding one plant 
everywhere throughout the garden. It 
flourished there with the greatest pro- 
fusion, and he said to the man, “What 
is this herb?” “The herb of resignation,” 
was the response. “Out with it, man; 
out with it!” was the reply of that cour- 
ageous soul. “I will have none of it 
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love and revere God's 
Word; help erect this 
sacred temple again. 
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any. my Replace it with the herb 
of joy, but see it is the flowering sort.” 

he flowering sort: that is the secret. 
Not only a joy that is real and inward, 
but a 4 fm So scatters its fragrance 
and its beauty that all men may catch 
the sweetness.—From “God’s Garden,” 
by G. Currie Martin. Sent by Mrs. M. 
aon Streatham Hill, London, Eng. 


The Sweetness of ~— And many 
shouted aloud for joy (v. 12). I have 
read of a little colored boy down in Mis- 
sissippi who was converted to God, and 
he was so happy he did not know what 
to do with himself. He laughed, and 
finally. he cried out, “Oh, it is sweet, it 
is sweet as molasses!” Yes, you laugh 
at that; but twenty-eight canived years 
before that Israel’s royal singer said: 
“It is sweeter than the honey and the 
honeycomb.” One lived in a honey coun- 
try, and the other in a molasses coun- 
try; but the sentiment is exactly the 
same.— From Dr. Meredith. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Streatham Hill, London, 
Eng. Prize illustration. (5) 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for every privilege of our 
church, thy house of worship and of praise. 
May we realize anew the blessings that 
come to us from our place of worship. Teach 
us what it means to worship thee in spirit 
and in truth, and may we be glad to spend 
and be spent for this thy house. May we 
learn the joy of service for thee, and so 
establish thy house in this place that pre- 
cious memories shall gather around it, and 
many be drawn into its fellowship. In the 
name of our Lord Jesus, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—“You don’t know 
what it means to me,” said a humble 
washerwoman to her pastor, “to get away 


from the wash-tubs and come into this ~ 


beautiful church to worship God.” And 
few can realize what it would mean to 
have no church building, no house: of 





ARE YOU 
Honore (00'S House 


? 


worship, to which we could go. If any 
of you think sometimes that you don’t 
like to go to church, you would like far 
less to live where you could never go. 
If a town has no church, pointing folks 
heavenward, is that a town in which you 
would choose to live? You wouldn’t 
be there long before you had started a 
Sunday-school and a little church. How 
eagerly the returned exiles labored to 
rebuild the temple! What joy there is 
in many a town when the new church is 
built, or the old one enlarged and beau- 
tified! Are you sure you appreciate 
your church? And are you helping all 
you can in it? Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“How firm a foundation.” 

“Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee.” 

“There is sunshine in my soul to-day.” 
“Praise, O praise our God and King.” 
“Brightly gleams our banner.” 

“I am Thine, O Lord, I have heard thy Voice.” 
“Trust and Obey.” 

“With happy voices singing.” 

(References in parentheses are to the met- 
gical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 

Psalm 84: 1-12 (166 : 1-3). 
Psalm 100 : 1-§ (202 : 1-4). 
Psalm 96: 1-13 (191 : 1-3). 
Psalm 99: 1-9 (198 : 1-3). 

Psalm 48 : 1-14 (109 : 1-3). 


“The Sunday School and the Pastor,” 
by John T. Faris, gives practical hints 
for the pastor who wants to help the 
Sunday-school. It may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company at 50 





t cts, postpaid. 
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Lesson for August 6 
Ezra 3:1 to 6:22 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—God’s House is 
for glad worship. 


Note.—Read chapters three to six in- 
clusive of Ezra, using portions necessary 
to complete the story of rebuilding God’s 
temple. 


Review. — King Cyrus allowed fifty 
thousand Jewish captives to return to 
Jerusalem. He ordered them to rebuild 
God's temple. He allowed them to carry 
back the gold and silver dishes and fur- 
nishings which belonged to the former 
temple. Besides this he ordered those 
who did not care to return to help the 
others with gifts of money, horses, 
mules, camels, and materials to use for 
the temple. 


Introduction—We have all watched 
the building of new houses or churches. 
How children love to play and climb 
over the piles of sand, lumber, and stone! 
Perhaps we have seen an old building 
torn down or ruined by fire, with piles 
‘of rubbish to be cleared away before 
a new building can go up. Is it easier 
to put up a new building or rebuild an 
old one? 


Lesson Story.— What do you think 
those returned captives saw, when after 
their long journey they reached the city 
of Jerusalem? Some old people remem- 
bered the beautiful homes and temple 
and the city walls which were there when 
they were carried away as captive chil- 
dren. After pas were gone the houses, 
temple, and walls were torn down or 
burned, so that nothing but ruins met 
their eyes. There were no homes in 
which to live, so they must have put up 
the tents which they had used during 
their journey. ; 

There was no temple in which to wor- 
ship, so their priests set up ar altar and 
planned for a great feast of thanksgiv- 
ing for their safe journey and return. 
Tne people were glad to worship God 
in their homeland once more, : 

Their leaders remembered that King 
Cyrus had allowed them to return on 

urpose # build again God’s temple. 
While some cleared away rubbish, others 
prepared lumber from the cedar trees 
of Lebanon. They had money enough 
to pay for workmen and materials. 

Not. until the second year could they 
begin on the new foundation. Before 
long the leaders planned a great serv- 
ice of thanksgiving, like the laying of 
the corner stone of a new church. Trum- 
pets sounded, and there was joyful sing- 
ing: “Praise ye the Lord, O give thanks 
unto the Lord, for He is good.” é 

Many of the people shouted for joy, 
*while some. of the older Ones who re- 
membered the former temple could not 
help crying aloud. It was hard to tell 
apart the sounds of weeping and the 
shouts of joy which were heard afar off. 

Soon trouble began. Neighboring 
people saw the work going on and of- 
fered to help, but they were refused be- 
cause the leaders did not trust them. 
Then they planned to hinder the build- 
ing. They wrote a letter to a new ruler 
back in Persia, saying that if those Jews 
were allowed to go on with their tem- 
ple they would make trouble, so orders 
came back for the work to be stopped. 
That was a peent disappointment. 

After a while God sent two messen- 
ger prophets to encourage the Jews to 
start building again, which they did. 
Their enemies got busy again and wrote 
another letter back to Persia to ask the 
new king, Darius, to search the records 
and find out whether King Cyrus ever 
gave permission to rebuild the temple, 
as the Jews said he did. Darius found 
it was true, so he not only sent back 
word to let the work go on, but that 
if these enemies bothered the Jews any 
more, their own houses should be pulled 
down. Then the Jews built in peace. 
They worked speedily until the temple 
was finished. This brought another time 
for glad thanksgiving, so plans were 
made for a joyful dedication when they 
should give this new temple for the glad 
worship of God. 

A Passover feast was prepared for all 
who should come to the dedication. 
While this temple was not so large and 
grand as the former one, every Jew 
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rejoiced and thanked God for their re- 
turn and-the building of his house again. 
They must have sung: 
“Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, 
And into His courts with praise; 
Be thankful unto Him and bless his name, 
For the Lord is good.” 


(Carols, Leyda Pub. Co., Wapello, Iowa, 35 


history, though in brief outline, spend| ness” and an eagerness to make the 
class time gathering some lessons use-| new national life count in ways pleas- 
ful to girls from it, | ing to God, as the old had so miserably 
Turn back to Ezra 2:64-70, to see failed to do. 
that these returned exiles had not come But could that new spirit of deyotion 
home a poor ‘people at all, and at the and worship ever make up for the mis- 
call for gifts for God’s house they gave deeds of the past?. It may be worth 
“after their ability into the treasury of | while to stop a moment on that thought, 








cts., postpaid.) 


After the Story—Our house of wor- 
ship we call a church. Do we feel as 
happy as those Jews, and can we truly 
say: “Serve the Lord with gladness, 
come before his presence with singing,” 
and, “I was glad when they said unto 
me, Let us go into the house of the 
Lord”? Let us sing: 
“God is in» his Holy Temple, 

On this holy Sabbath day; 

Let us“ praise him, let us thank him, 

As we worship, sing, and pray.” (Carols.) 


It might be a surprise to learn whether 
the children visit the church or the 
movie more frequently, 


Peorta, It. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew ' 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. The love for God’s house in the 
heart of a girl. 
2. Conduct in God’s house. 
3. Work for God’s house. 











“EjOW is Charlotte doing this year?” 
asked her last year’s teacher of her 
mother. Now Charlotte is the daughter 
of a bishop, and up to her teens she. did 
beautiful credit to his gentle dignity of 
manner and her mother’s perfect lady- 
hood. But from certain observations and 
reports of her companions, the “old” 
teacher was not wholly surprised‘to note 
the disappointment in the mother’s face 
and voice as she said, “Not just like her- 
self right now, I fear. Her father and 
I do not quite understand — she seems 
changed in some ways—we wish she 
were not so thoughtless, but,” with a 
happy_note in her voice, “there is one 
thing I am happy about. Charlotte loves 
her church and behaves as reverently 
and attentively there as when she was a 
little girl. I often watch her when she 
does not know it, when she is with the 
other girls, some of whom are so 
thoughtless, and J am sure her heart is 
there.” (1) 

And so, teachers, your young and 
maybe thoughtless girls will quickly un- 
derstand the love for God’s house which 
prompted those weary pilgrims from Bab- 
ylon to rebuild and dedicate their tem- 
ple first of all, when once more their 
feet were standing within the gates of 
Jerusalem. And it is a wondertully in- 
teresting story; have it told in all its 
accurate details, as Ezra, that careful 
and faithful scribe told it, from that first 
building of the altar to the dedication 
of the completed temple, some twenty 
years later. (2) 


2. Notice the intense joy, especially of 
those old men who could remember the 
first glorious temple, when that altar was 
set up ready for service; the crafty oppo- 
sition of the enemies of the Jews, which 
brought about the long delay in the 
work; the » courage of the prophets, 
Haggai and Zechariah, who at last stir- 
red up the leaders to try once more to 
secure permission from the Persian king 
to go on with the building; the findin 
of the old decree given by Cyrus whic 
compelled the consent of Darius, and 
the help of the former opposers with 
grants of wheat, salt, wine, oil for the 
work; the solemn feast and _ sacrifice 
oo marked its joyful accomplishment, 

Have those old letters (chaps. 4, 5, 
6) read aloud in class, noticing how un- 
changed is human nature in these twen- 
ty-five hundred years since their writing, 
and be sure to establish the historical 
connection of Haggai and Zechariah 
with this period. The first nine verses 
of Haggai 2 at least.should be read 
aloud. (4) 


3. Having established the main_ facts 
of this little known period of Jewish 


the work.” If the love is genuine the | 
gifts will come with gladness, and how | 
much girls can give when they have a 
heart to! What can yous girls. give 
right now to their own church? Have a 
plain talk with them to-day about that 
very thing. ‘ 

It was not the lack of means that 
halted this work so long, but the lack 
of courage in the face of difficulties out- 
side their number. Haggai seems to 
make it pretty plain that the leaders 
were blameworthy in this, and. only 
needed to remember that God was with 
them to be strong enough to face those 
opponents. If your girls are not serv- 
ing their church it is not for lack of 
something to give, for girlhood is rich 
in gifts useful in the service of God's 
house, but either from lack of genuine 
love for it or from fear of somebody’s 
opposition — somebody on the outside 
who will laugh at them or. think them 
“poky” or “goody-goody,” to be “forever 
busy for that old church.” Maybe they 
think they are tired of it, with all its 
meetings and calls upon their time and 
wish they “could stay away sometimes.” 

Let a girl speak who has had to:stay 
away for many months, with some ill- 
ness or a crippled foot; let her tell*of 
her hunger for the house of worship, for 
prayer and hymns with others, of her 
joy when first she could return to those 
erstwhile “tiresome old meetings” she 
thought she would be 60 glad to stay 
away from! 

Or let some other girl testify of the 
home-feeling of a dear old church, some 
girl who has had to move about much, 
perhaps to leave an old home for a new 
one, and then has come back to the old 
church to feel how dear its very walls 
are to her! 

And here is one service girls can give 
— the cordial welcoming of new girls to 
their church, so that they too may quickly 
find it a real home, taking them right 
in with “the old set” that they may be 
saved that loneliest of all lonely feelings 
—left out in a crowd! (5) 

Close the class by reading in concert 
Psalm 122. 

Home Study 


Memorize the whole of Psalm 84 this 
week. 


Decatur, GA. 
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From the Boys’ Lookout 
By Paul Teas 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
* Worshiping in the open, 

Why God cannot be “bought.” 

Safety first in religion. 

Other “Temples.” 














you “background boy” won’t have 
to. go very far into the preceding 
chapter to get the material to bring to- 
day’s story up to date. When he has 
told the main facts, beginning with chap- 
ter 2:64, and the first seven verses of 
chapter 3, the class will have an intelli- 
gent connection with the “home-coming” 
we studied last Sunday. (1) : 

This was a real expedition, too. There 
were enough people in it to make a 
city like Gloucester or Tampa, or Sacra- 
mento or South Bend. They took with 
them more than eight thousand beasts 
of burden, besides almost four hundred 
thousand dollars in gold and silver. 
Such figures may help the boys to real- 
ize that these returning Israelites were 
on a big, important mission, and that 
they had showed they realized it by pre- 
paring for it properly. (2) 

With to-day’s lesson we find them in 
Jerusalem, ready for real work. What 
does it reveal to us about their spirit 
and purpose, that they began observing 
the service of the altar, when the foun- 
dation of the temple was not yet laid? 
(v. 6.) The boys will agree with you 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








that it showed a spirit of “real busi- 
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Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


The etchings may be used to fix the main 
facts of the lesson as far as they go. But 
the teacher should study carefully the whole 
text from the third to the sixth chapter of 
Ezra, inclusive. Bring out the high points 
of the narrative, beginning with the setting 
up of the altar (3: 1-3), resumption of feast 
days, the sacrificial giving of the people, the 
laying of the foundations of the temple, the 
celebration of the completed foundation (or 
“laying of the corner stone’), and the joy 
of the ancient men over the prospect of a 
rebuilt temple. 

Then, picking up the narrative with chap- 
ter 4, show the different kinds of obstacles 
thrown in the way, which would have dis- 
couraged and permanently checked a less 
determined and consecrated group of souls. 
And let it be “souls,” for herein lies the 
strength of this tale. It is a spiritual epi- 
sode from start to finish. Every truly great 
and inspiring success has been a spiritual 
achievement. Without the spirit, human 
flesh and purely human courage fail before 
devil-inspired obstacles. To build a worthy 
life, there must be an all-controlling, all- 
compelling spiritual purpose animating it 
and causing it to “carry on.” 

If you are trying to accomplish a certain 
thing for God and humanity, count it all 
joy when you are beset by every kind of 
hindrance and temptation. Ask not that 
they be removed, but that you be given 
more’ grace, patience, grit. Accept no com- 
promising offers of help (4: 1-3), your build- 
ing must be salted down with self-denial 
and prayer, looking to God. Expect opposi- 
tion in some way, secret or open or both 
(4 : 4-24), and watch out for inside weakness 
—the unbelief which the devil would sug- 
gest to the builder’s own heart. 


Greensporo, N, C. 
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particularly if your boys think that God’s 
favor and forgiveness are to be bought in 
exchange for a few good deeds, The new 
opportunity came to those Israelites be- 
cause of God’s measureless love for 
them. Their repentance and true wor- 
ship were a necessary part of their re- 
turn to the better life. But that repent- 
ance and worship came after God had 
shown his mercy and care: the divine 
part came first then, just as it always 
must in the lives of boys and all other 
folks to-day. 

But why was it necessary for the Is- 
raelites to go through this lifetime of 
suffering and exile? Why not have gone 


right along in God’s way and stayed up! f 


there in Jerusalem, strong and happy and 





useful? You can profitably spend a lit-| 


tle while on that, because it ties up with 
a thought we have met so often in these 
lessons: there is no possible hope for 
the one who breaks one or many of 
God's laws except that he may some day 
be led out of his sin and back to the 
Heavenly Father he has wronged. The 


odds are terribly against his ever doing, 


that; the risk is too great. Why ever 
chance it? The principle applies as 
sharply to the boy as it does to the na- 
tion. “Safety first!’ (3) — 

Apply. the thought of our personal 
“temples” in your own way, but be sure 
ou do ‘apply it before the lesson closes. 

ever before in the world’s history has 
there been such need for spiritual and 
moral cleanness as now. (4) 

Paul couldn’t have put it more fit- 
tingly, had he been writing in 1922 
against the habits that endanger the 
bodies and souls of every boy in the 
land, Use -1 Corinthians. 3:16, 17 and 
6:19, with others, praying God’s blessed 
leading to help you fit them to the prac- 
tical needs of your own gfoup. (5) 


For Next Week’s Lesson 


(To be assigned in advance for home- 
work.) 


Read the entire book of Esther; there 
are only ten chapters, some quite short. 

What is a keystone? 

_ Why is it so important in the build- 
ing of an arch? 

In what’ way would you say that 
Queen Esther was a God-sent “keystone” 
for building an “arch” of service to the 
Jewish race? 

What qualities should one have, in 
order to be an effective “keystone” to- 
day? 

How can you and I know whether we, 
too, may have “come to the kingdom for 
such a time as this”? (v, 14.) 

What events are occurring to-day that 
make you feel that the world needs “key- 
stone Christians” in 1922 as never be- 
fore? 

Hupson, -Oux10. 





For Family Worship 


By the . 
Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 


La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- | 


pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through “them that are His.”’ Its leaflets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God's guidance and blessing of the League.— 
Editor of The Sunday School Times. 


“Led Safely” 
“He led them on safely” (Psa. 78: 53). 


“He led them on safely, and so can lead thee. 
Dear child of God’s covenant grace; 
No matter how special thy case seems 


to be, 
He can lead to the longed-for place. 


“Should waters sweep down, of affliction or 
loss — 
The more as thy heart would beat true — 
‘Led safely’ by him thou needst not fear to 
cross, 
All safely he will bring thee through. 


“N@ pillar of cloud or of firelight may show 
The pathway which thy feet should tread; 
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But his Word and his Spirit — through 
these thou shalt know 
The way, and be thus “safely led.’” 





July 31 to August 6 
Mon.—Ezra 3: 8-13. Rebuilding the Temple. 
Thus it still is, “mingled joy and 
mourning,” as cornerstones are laid and 
“houses of worship” are built or rebuilt. 
Those who know not the former days 
rejoice; those who remember them 


mourn as they compare the present edi-| 


fice at large with that of the past. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
building up of God’s work everywhere; 
or all summer conferences, conventions, 
camp-meetings, vacation Bible schools, 
open-air campaigns, missionary gather- 
ings, and other ‘special efforts toward 
home or foreign evangelization, 


Tues.—Ezra 6: 13-22. Dedicating the Temple. 


A new temple was built, and (says 
Scofield) “the worship of Jehovah was 
re-established in Jerusalem, but the the- 
ocracy was not restored.” Note from 
verse 22 how God is able to make even 
the enemies of his people to be at peace 
with them, even “strengthening their 
hands.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
college and other students during this 
their vacation; especially those who are 
working their way through school. Pray 
that all Christian young people may be 
guided in their choice A school and 
of the right career. 


Wed.—2 Chronicles 2 : 1-10, 
The Greatness of the Temple 
A “great God” (v. 5) requires a great 
house of God, but God counts no house 
great in whichasin is allowed to dwell, 
whether that house be a material tem- 


| ple or the body, “the temple of the Holy 
| Ghost.” Therefore, “let every one that 


| 





nameth the name of Christ depart from 
iniquity” (2 Tim. 2:19). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Victorious Life Testimony, and all their 
August conferences. Pray for all Ep- 
worth League, Christian Endeavor, and 
other young people’s conventions. Pray 
for your own church and each of its 
departments. 


Thurs.—1 Kings 8 : 5-11. God’s Dwelling-Place. 


When the priests brought the ark 
“unto his place” (v. 6), they were in 
type enthroning Christ in the body of 
the believer; and it is only when Christ 
is thus truly enthroned that the glory 
of the Lord “fills the house.” 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: Pray iz all 
Gad’s work in foreign fields. Pray by 
name for the missionaries whom you are 
helping to support. Pray for the vol- 
unteers in your own church and in all 
churches. 


Fri.—1 Kings 8 : 22-38. Solomon’s Prayer. 


If possible, read the entire prayer, one 
of the most remarkable in the Bible; 
full of hope-inspiring comfort to thé 
poor erring but repentant sinner. There 
in a sense in which the law kills, but 
God’s wonderful grace makes alive. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
Bible houses, tract societies, evangelical 
newspapers, religious publication houses, 
and colporiage associations. Pray for 
all colporteurs and rural district workers. 


Sat.—2.Kings 25 : 8-17. The Temple Destroyed. 


The nation had long defiled its tem- 
ple of worship, despite God’s alniost 
numberless warnings; and with all those 
warnings disregarded, nothing in the 
temple was too sacred not'to be polluted 
by Israel’s enemies. When God’s long- 
suffering goodness is disregarded, his 
severity must follow. é 


PRAYER Succestions: Pray for our 
nation and all nations, and. for all who 
are in authority. Pray for a higher type 
of Christian citizenship in every Chris- 
tian voter. Pray that as a nation we 
may not forget God. 


Sun.—Psalm 108. Praise in the Temple. 


Only five verses, but five is the num- 
ber of grace, as seven is of perfection. 
Five grace verses, with seven praise ex- 
pressions: “A joyful noise,” “gladness,” 
“singing,” “thanksgiving,” “praise,” 
, mankerel,” “bless his name.” Eallelu- 
ja 





Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for to- 
day’s services in every evangelical church, 
especially in your own. Pray for all 
union meetings. Pray for pastors and 
other Christian workers who are away 
on their vacations. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Bessie E. Stockwell 





August 13. Pride and Humility. Jas. 4 : 6-10 

August 20. Following and Setting Good Ex- 
amples. 2 Chron. 24 : 15-19; 26: 3-5. 

August 27. Lessons from God’s Out-of-Doors. 
Psa. 8: 1-9. 

September 3. Better Giving. Acts 20 : 31-35. 
(Consecration meeting.) 





Sendog, Avaut 6 


Better Recreation 
1 Thess. 5 : 16-24) 
(Consecration Meeting) 


Mon.—Recreation and Health (1 Tim. 4 : 8). 
“Develop that body which God has given 
you. Run and romp and play games; skate 
and ride your bicycle; row and swim; play 
baseball and football and tennis; take gym- 
nasium work under a good instructor, and 
you are well started toward a happy and 
successful life.”—Prof. A. Alonzo Stagg. 

Tues.—Amusement and Sin (Heh. 11 : 24-27). 
“Any energy which is not consecrated en- 
ergy is thrown away and lost, however 
much it is used . . . the man robs God, 
the world and himself of it when he so 
uses it.” 

Wed.—Christ in Social Life (John 2: 1-11). 
Even in his social life he “came not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister.” The 
C. E. motto, “Social to Save,” should keep 
our good times really good. 

Thurs.—Recreation as Rest (Mark 6 : 30-32). 
“Rest is not quitting the busy career; rest 
is but fitting one’s self for one’s sphere.” 
Change of occupation or the exercising of 
unused muscles often brings rest, which is 
real recreation. 

Fri.—Spiritual Value in. Recreation (x Cor. 
9 : 24-27). Weymouth translates this: “But 
every competitor- in an athletic contest 
practises abstemiousness in all directions. 
. » « I am a boxer who does not inflict 
blows on the air, but I hit hard and 
straight at my own body and lead it off 
into slavery, lest possibly, after I have 
been a herald to others, I should myself 
be rejected.” 

Sat.—-Recreation Versus Pleasure (Prov. 21 : 
17). Pleasure often wastes energy. Rec- 
reation increases it. “How far are you 
ready to bend all the best energies of body, 
brain, and heart to the gaining of some 
worthy end? Your answer to this ques- 
tion will in a large measire tell the story 
of your future achievement.”—Charles 
Reynolds Brown. 


AMSON started in life with fine 

chances for success. He seems to 
have had godly parents, a healthy body, 
a keen mind, a conviction against the use 
of int6xicants, and at times was enabled 
by the Spirit to perform marvelous feats 
of strength. But Samson had no need 
of re-creation, for wé never read of his 
having any purpose in life which would 
exhaust his energies and necessitate their 
renewal. Samson’s_ selfish, senseless, 
shameful amusements brought to an end 
his wasted life and with it the lives of 
many who were like him. : 

Charles Reynolds Brown says of this 
type: “The very fact that he has never 
brought his life under the power of a 
serious, definite, compelling purpose will 
cause him to be left far in the rear by 
those men who waken up early to the 
fact that the world is not to be taken 
as a joke.” 

One who has worked faithfully needs 
re-creation, change of thought and occu- 
pation in order to bring his best powers 
to his task. W. Gladden writes: “Any 
diversion or amusement which we can 
use so as to receive pleasure and enjoy- 
ment to ourselves and do no harm to 
others we are perfectly free to use; and 
any that we cannot-use without injury to 
ourselves or harm to others we have no 
right to use, whether we are Christians 
or not.” 

Paul gives. the recipe for the Chris- 
tian’s recreation when he asks God to 
“sanctify you wholly.” “Sanctify” means, 
“Separate from evil, dedicate to God, be 
filled with his Spirit.” God directs lives 
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surrendered to him into needful rest for 
body, soul, and spirit. e should not 
expend ‘one hour for any other purpose 
than that our life might be glorifyin 
Jesus Christ for being, or doing, or suf- 
fering, or giving . . . the four depart- 
ments of Christ’s life.” 

How can the society provide recrea- 
tion?—Members of one Christian En- 
deavor society invented so many original 
social times that its young people could 
obtain aces better elsewhere. Why 
not be original ? 

What recreations for yo people 
are found in your community ?—In.an- 
swering for your own community be 
careful to differentiate between re-crea- 
tion and foolish exertion. 

What responsibility for recreation has 
the church ?—We are to be all things to 
all men if-by some means we may save 
some. A good way to get close enough 
to men to help them spiritually is to be 
interested in their recreations, 

Norwoop, Oux10. 


st 
Altering Guide Boards 


W RONGLY placed emphasis may re- 
verse God’s order, and endanger 
great interest. 

To a large extent Christian people 
are doing this. By lessened. stress on 
united prayer as the first step in the 
Divine plan for securing results im Chris- 
tian work, and increased prominence 
given to human effort, we are practically 
saying that we know better than the 
Master how his work should be done. 

_ Here and there is a church where this 
is not the case. .Some pastors lead their 
flocks to believe that united prayer is 
vital, and to live up to that faith. But 
churches whose prayer-meetings have 
been slighted to death are far too com- 
mon. any pastors act as though some- 
thing else can be safely substituted for 
prayer, and permit Bible studies, . mis- 
sion studies, song services, conferences, 
reports, and the like, to be given the 
right of way. 

he majority of our church-members 
never think of the prayer-meeting as a 
standing engagement! Many Would ac- 
tually feel strange there. Too frequently 
members are forgetting how to pray in 
public — even to utter a sentence prayer. 
The lack of prayer in many so-called 
prayer-meetings cries out for pastors to 
“Teach us to pray.” 

The condition 1s serious. Of course 
it has not been planned (except by our 
old enemy the devil). It is mainly the 
result of failure to keep first what 
our Master placed first; possibly a few 
familiar Scriptures,— garbled. for the 
purpose (but not irreverently), — may 
serve to illustrate the misplaced empha- 
sis, against which this word of protest 
is made. 

(1 Thess. 5: ¥?) Plan without ceasing, 

(John 14: 14) ye pull together I will 
do anything for you. 

(John 16:23) Whatscever ye shall 
unitedly work for, He will give it you. 

(Matt. 21:13) My house shall be 
called a house of committee meetings. 

(1 Tim. 2:8) I will that men get to- 
gether and co-operate everywhere. 

(Eph. 6:18) Discussing and watching 
thereunto with all saints. 

(James 5:16) The effectual fervent 
unanimity of righteous men availeth 


much. 

(Matt. 6:6) Shut thy door, and lay 
out thy work, and he shall reward thee 
openly. 

(Acts 6:4) But we will give ourselves 
to practical work, and to the - ministry 
of the Word. 

(James 1:5) If any of you lack wis- 
dom, let him talk it over with others, 
and it shall be given him. 

(Acts 4:31) And when they had held 
a long business meeting, they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit. 

(Luke 11:13) How much more will 
your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that get busy! 

(Phil. 4:6) In everything, by plans 
and preparation, with thanksgiving, go to 
it, and— 

(Matt. 18:19) If a few of you shall 
plan together concerning your church 
work, it will be done for them of my 
Father.—“Obed,” in. the Baptist. 
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Wild Deer 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


4 wild-folk are coming back. The 
moose are again in Massachusetts, 
the elk in Pennsylvania, and the beaver 
in New Jersey after two hundred years 
— escapes at krst but wild enough now. 

I spend my summers at Cornwall, in 
the northwestern corner of Connecticut, 
which was not settled until 1738. Neither 
my father nor my grandfather, who 
were born there, ever saw a deer in 
that township. Yet during the past ten 
years I have met a score of the northern 
variety of Virginia deer in Cornwall. 

Thirty miles from Philadelphia, near 
my cabin at New Lisbon in the pine- 
barrens of New Jersey, I find every- 
where the tracks and trails of the south- 
ern Virginia deer, which have finer 
and lighter horns and teeth than their 
northern brethren, and usually wear red 
coats all winter instead of. changing to 
gray when cold weather comes. 

My last sight of a deer was this sum- 
mer on top of Pond Hill at Cornwall. 
Anything may happen on Pond Hill. 
There is the white oak tree where my 
father shot his first wild pigeon nor ever 
dreamed that the time would come when 
the flocks of that glorious bird would 
no longer darken our skies. On its slope 
I first found growing side by side those 
beautiful orchids the purple-pink calo- 
pogon, and the rose-pink pogonia. Near 
its summit I saw my first fox and found 
the treasure of an oven-bird’s nest which 
made a birds-nester for life. 

There until last year stood Hen’s Pine, 
a great tree which the escaped slave 
who ruled my grandfather’s farm with 
a rod of iron saved from the charcoal 
burners, At its base he planned to be 
buried with his fiddle, his axe, and his 
whip, with his white horse Bill at. his 
feet. There is Apple Tree Spring, where 
little shells bubble up under a wild apple 
tree, and White Birch Spring guarded 
by a ghost. 

One always expects an adventure on 
Pond Hill. I had with me’ Corporal 
Alice-Palace, an officer in a certain band 
of confirmed adventurers which bivouacs 
at my house, on her first pilgrimage to 
Pond Hill. We climbed clear to Sheep’s 
Head, a bare pasture on the,tiptop of 
the hill, from which we could see Bear 
Mountain, Lion’s Head, and the Dome 
and, back of them, on a clear day the 
blue shadowy Catskills. Then my com- 
panion climbed to the top of Tipping 
Rock, a balanced boulder which looks as 
it were going to roll into Cream Pond a 
mile below — but never does. 

Leaving her there I went into a patch 
of near-by woods and was hardly out 
of sight when out from the farther side 
slipped a magnificent buck. With head 
and horns proudly erect it drifted down 
the hillside like a shadow and passed 


within six feet of the Corporal, who was | 


high enough from the ground to be 
above the air-currents on which a deer, 
like a fox, depends largely for its safety. 
It was not until she stretched out one 
of her hands caressingly toward his soft 
nose that the liqtid brown eyes saw her. 
He snorted doubtfully, and then stop- 

d, and the deer and the child looked 
ong into each other’s eyes, until the 
buck heard me coming out of the woods. 
Then like Peter Rabbit he went “lippety, 
lippety, lippety,” down the hill, clearing 
bushes and boulders with great easy 
bounds, while the white flag of his tail 
waved behind like Peter’s powder puff. 
All her life long the Corporal will never 
forget that meeting with her wild- 
brother of the woods, 

A few years ago in Cornwall I saw 
five deer in my neighbor’s garden, and 
that same summer often met them on 
the road with the cows or saw them 
coming out from the edge of the woods 
to feed in the pastures at twilight. One 
morning, forced by daylight saving to 
take a train at sunrise, I saw as we 
swung around a sudden curve a mag- 
nificent buck surprised while drinking 
in the Housatonic River. With one 





~ 


bound he reached the bank, and then 
stood and watched with pricked-up ears 
the rumbling train go by—a_ picture 
that stayed in my mind through many 
a stifling day that summer in the city. 

A friend of mine in Groton, Mass., 
this last. summer watched through field- 
glasses a pair of hounds hunt a doe and 
two spotted fawns around a great stretch 
of wooded pasture. Fortunately for the 
doe.the dogs would have been described 
in the old books on venery as “sleuth- 
hounds” rather than “gaze-hounds.” Al- 
though the deer were often in plain sight, 
the trailing hounds never raised their 
heads from the slot. 

The doe kept the fawns well ahead 
of her, and whenever they were tired 
she would hide them in the bushes and 
circle back toward the dogs, doubling 
and zigzagging, so that it took them a 
long time to unravel the tangled trail. 
As the sun rose higher it seemed to burn 
away the scent, for it took the dogs 
longer and longer each time to trace out 
the trail. At last when the little fawns 
were so tired that they tottered and 
staggered as they moved, the doe hid 
them both in a thick clump of high ferns. 
Then making a particularly wide double 
and détour she joined them by a round- 
about route. With her beautiful head 
just showing above the green fronds 
she watched the puzzled dogs cirole 
back and forth until they finally gave 
up the chase. 

Two other friends of mine were camp- 
ing this last summer on the wildest part 
of the Michigan Peninsula. One morn- 
ing a doe dashed out of the woods at 
full speed right past their tent and swam 
far out into the lake. Thinking that 
she was being chased by timber-wolves, 
they kept perfectly quiet and watched 
the woods, but nothing -else came out. 
In the meantime the doe swam far out 
into the lake and tried desperately to 
round a rocky point, but each time was 
beaten back iby the waves. My friends 
at last paddled out in a‘canoe and towed 
her back to shore. There, too tired to 
stand, she fell on the sand and looked 
up at them-jwith such a beseeching look 
in her big’ brown eyes that it would 
have been a hard-hearted hunter indeed 
who would have harmed her. Recover- 
ing her strength at last she finally darted 
back again into the woods, probably 
convinced that not all humans were en- 
mies of the wild-folk after all. 

One picture of the southern deer 
stands out in my memory. The Band 
in which I hold a Captain’s commission 
and myself Had traveled in a motor 
‘truck all the way from my cabin in 
the pine-barrens to the Plains, that 
strange stretch of country in the south- 
ern part of New Jersey where all the 
trees are dwarfed like those in a Jap- 
anese tea garden. We had gone through 
dark cedar-swamps and along forgotten 
roads by Mary Ann’s Forge, where 
many of the cannon used in the Revo- 
lution had been made out of bog-iron. 
Where once had been the roar of furn- 
aces was now only the sound of the 
wind through the low pitch-pine trees. 

We passed a mansion house mould- 
ering away in the woods, where fifty 
years ago great glass-works had glowed, 
and the two vast post-oaks at Ong’s 
Hat, which mark the site of a notori- 
ous tavern of the forties. At last 
through a maze of twisting roads we 
began to climb toward a distant ridge 
of trees, and the whole Band by order 
of the Captain shut their eyes. 

When they opened them a moment 
later, in place of the dense forest of 
pines and cedars and oaks, before them 
stretched a rolling plain covered with 
what looked to be bushes, but which 
were really tiny trees. There we found 
the. corema, or Conrade’s Crowberry, 
long lost to New Jersey botanists, until 
found again in the Plains. It looked 
like a clump of dead leaves and stalks, 
out of which were growing scores and 
hundreds of tiny green stems like pine- 
needles with pinkish-purplish ends. 
There we ate blueberries by the quart 
and hunted vainly for the heath-hen, 
that lost eastern variety of the prairie- 
chicken which is now only found on 
Martha’s Vineyard, but which we 
thought might still breed somewhere in 
the Plains. 

On the way back, at twilight, as we 
were careening along a lonely wood- 
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road, two red-brown deer sprang up 
suddenly in the brush not twenty-five 
yards away. One was a puck with a 
fine set of horns. He was in such a 
hurry to get away that he tripped and 
fell to his knees, while his mate, a wide- 

d doe, stopped and waited for him. 
Then they both started off again at 
full speed, only to stop once more to 
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look at the strange, puffing, rattling thing 
that had roused them from their thicket, 
We stopped the truck, too, and for a 
long minute human-folk and wild-folk 
stared at each other through the trees, 
and the children’s last memory of their 
day in the Plains was of the wild, beau- 
tiful faces of those wood-folk. 
HAvERForD, Pa. 
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Thousands of sensible people who have 
seriously looked for the answer to “How 
do you do?” have turned from coffee to 
Postum, and are doing so well, in satis- 
faction and -health, that they wouldn't 
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You can begin today, with an order to 
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Christian Workers’ Commentary, Gray, $3; 
Bible Dictionary, Davis, $4; Comprehen- 
sive Concordance, Walker, $3. 

Fundamentals 

What is the Gospel? Trumbull, 15 cents. 

Against Evolution 

In His Image, Bryan, $1.75. 

Devotional 





Service and Inspiration, Smellie, $1.50; How 
— Answers Prayer, Goforth, 


Comfort 
When the Days Seom Dark, Howard, $1.25. 
A Missionary Biography 





Kanamori’s Life Story, Kanamori, $1.25. 








Recommended : 
For Reference Prophecy 


ba Coming Day, Ottman, 175 What 


conts; 
o the Prophets Say, Scofield, $1.25. 
Stories of Hymns 


My Life and the Story of the Gospel Hymns, 
Sankey, $2. 


Church Socials 

500 Ways to Help Your Charch, Wolcott, $2. 
The Little Folks . 

Ths Jame Jetts Telling Bible Stories, Smith, 








Boys and Girls 


Boy Talks, Howard, $1.50; Pearl’s Secret, 
Taylor, 75 cents. 


A Missionary Story 
bar Eare of the Leopard Skin, Westerveit, 
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“Nothing the sinner can do by his own ac- 
. tivity will secure his release from the awful 
power which has mastered him. The ten- 
tacles of self-will and lust, and opposition 
to God, and dishonesty, are about him, and 
are continually tightening their fearful hold.” 


But there is good news of full and instant 
deliverance: a new book from which these 
sentences are quoted shows God’s Way 
through the Victorious Christ. It is entitled 


Reigning in Life 
By J. East Harrison 


It is a fresh, simple, but searching and com- 
prehensive message on the Life of Victory 
in Christ, different from any book hitherto 
published, yet offering only that blessed old 
Gospel of salvation from death and sin which 
is‘: normal New Testament Christianity. 


In handsome cloth binding, 212 pages, $1.50, 
from The Sunday School Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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With the New Books 





Dr. Gore’s Confession of Faith 


Reviewed By David M. M. M’latyre, Senior 
Minister of Finniston United Free Church, 
and Principal of the Bible Training 
Institute, Glasgow, id. 


This article reviews “Belief in God,” 
by the Rt. Rev. Charles Gore, M.A., 
.D. (Chas. Scribner's Sons, New 
York, $2.25; John Murray and Co., 
London, Eng., 75, 6d. net.) 


Ds; CHARLES GORE, formerly 
Bishop of Oxford, has an ear at- 
tuned to catch all the latest utterances 
in theological science, and a mind habitu- 
ated to a careful scrutiny of modern in- 
tellectual movements. e has published 
the first of three volumes which will 
contain a reasoned statement of his faith 
as a Christian, and will deal, in turn, 
with the Being of God, the Person of 
Christ, and the Presence of the Holy 
Spirit. He suggests a certain “recon- 
struction of belief”; and his appeal is 
to the ordinary educated reader. 

Dr. Gore’s first sentence is: “The world 
in which we live to-day can only be -de- 
scribed as chaotic in the matter of reli- 
gious beliefs.” This confusion does not 
merely affect subordinate matters: “For 
me it is the foundation of all claims of 
Christian authority which is at stake.” 


ity either of the Scriptures or of the 
| Church: he requires a reasoned faith. 
He instances three solvents of belief 
which (in their present form) date from 
recent years: 

1. The doctrine of creatién by process 
modifies the argument from design as it 
was formulated, for instance, by Paley. 
2. The Higher Critical findings have led 
many to question the reliability of the 
Bible as a revelation from God. 3. The 
study of Comparative Religion has 
thrown doubt upon the unapproachable- 
ness and finality of the Christian reli- 
gion. Dr. Gore proceeds to meet these 
difficulties. There is no difficulty in do- 
ing so with regard to the first and third; 
the second calls for more careful exami- 
nation. 

After a prelioninnsy discussion of “the 
conditions of hopeful reconstruction,” 
Dr. Gore addresses himself directly to 
-the foundation problem — “Grounds of 
Belief in God.” He makes full use of 
the long series of the Gifford Lectures, 
which have at least presented the prob- 
lem in new relations and barred some 
ways of approach towards its solution, 
He emphasizes three lines of argument: 
1. The world: the ultimate certainty of 


is presented to us, not made by oe 3 
Beauty: cur reason assures us that there 
is a spirit of beauty in the universe which 
communicates with and corresponds with 
the faculty of beauty in man. 3. An or- 
dered purpose: for most of us the strong- 
est argument for God is the argument 
from conscience to a righteousness which 
is absolute and divine. As Kant would 
say, “The universe is a realm of ends,” 
and Law implies a Lawgiver. But this 
moral force and authority is as yet “a 
God afar off.” Has he revealed himself 
to us, and if so, in what fashion? 
Revelation belongs to the whole sphere 
of created being: we “see God in the 
light of setting suns, and the round 
ocean, and the living air.” But as reason 
and conscience are the highest powers of 
our nature, may we not believe that such 
a self-manifestation of God will be found 
to be most intense, most vivid, most far- 
reaching in those loftier regions of the 
soul? 7 
Dr. Gore takes the prophetic period in 
Israel from Amos to Malachi, say, three 
hundred years. The prophets claim to 
reveal God; Jesus of Nazareth substan- 
tiates their claim; and the reception of 
their teaching creates a new manner of 
life + righteousness, truth, holiness. He 
adds, with reference to the prophetic 
claim that Jehovah had spoken: “For 
my own part, having studied the prophets 
and the Gospels all my life long, and 
asked myself this crucial question more 
times than I could enumerate, I can give 
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He refuses to rest simply on the author- | 


cOmmon sense assures us that the world , 
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but one answer. I believe their claim is 
true.” . 

The nature of the prophetic testimon 

to the living God is familiar to us all 

en we place that over against the 
working of our reason, we find that the 
reason contradicts none of the decisions 
of the sacred writers, but on the contrary 
confirms most of them. The difficulties 
that remain are far outweighed by the 
positive agreement of reason’ with reve- 
lation. 

When Dr. Gore comes to the historical 
worth of the New Testament, he has no 
hesitation in asserting that the direct 
record of the Gospels and Acts is prop- 
erly historical, and that the rest of the 
documents are in the main what they pro- 
fess to be. He quotes Harnack’s well- 
known words: “The most ancient litera- 
ture of the Church is, on all chief points, 


| and in the majority of details, veracious 


and worthy a beliet from the point of 
view of literary history.” Having ex- 
amined the contentions of negative schol- 
ars, he concludes that it is not criti- 
cism of the documents that is at the root 
of the denial which he instances, but “a 
certain intellectual presupposition about 
the miraculous and generally the super- 
natural. And he adds, in solemn words: 
“I cannot myself doubt that there is 
among such critics an inevitable trend 
towards a purely humanitarian esti- 
mate of the personality of Christ, that 
is, a repudiation of the conception of 


Jesus Christ, as the eternal Son of God 


for us men and for our salvation made 
flesh, which has possessed Christendom.” 

Dr. Gore proceeds to examine this 
“prejudice,” and defines a miracle_as an 
occurrence in the process of nature that 
the experienced order cannot account for, 
and which constrains men to recognize 
a special or extraordinary action of God 
calling attention to a special purpose. He 
adds: “The supernatural is all that con- 
strains men to believe that nature with its 
customary order is not closed or complete 
in itself, but part of a larger and higher 
world of existence from which it is not 
separated by any unsurmountable bar- 
rier.” 

He then reviews t' : historical evidence 
for the existence of the miraculous in the 
disclosure of the Christian revelation, 
and especially in the life of Christ. 
He closes his argument in the fol- 
lowing terms: “What I have desired 
to do in this chapter is to let it ap- 
pear that, if a person will approach 
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might say he belongs to the right wing 
of that school. He has no harsh words 
for orthodox people, and seldom, if ever, 
indulges in scorn. The style is as clear 
as the subject-matter will permit; at 
least, there are no turgid sentences, al- 
though some are quite long. A _ vast 
amount of information on New Testa- 
ment critical questions may be gained 
from a perusal of the volume. His pur- 
pose is to give a brief statement of the 
general situation created by historical 
criticism and to indicate the positive 
value of the New Testament literature 
for the present time. While I do not. 
think the general reader will derive much 
benefit from the book (it is too inde- 
terminate), I recommend it to persons 
interested in New Testament problems. 
By the “historical method,” for which 
he argues at great length, he means put- 
ting one’s sel if back into the New Testa- 
ment times, finding the exact contem- 
porary setting as near.as possible, and 
then forming a judgment from the data 
thus discovered. This principle is pre- 
sented with not a little skill and force. 
And yet, to the evangelical mind, the 
author’s method and conclusions are far 
from satisfying. One of the trying 
things mous the book is its constant see- 
sowing from the orthodox position to 
the liberalistic and back again. Or, to 
change the figure of speech, the author 
now seems to be on the right side, now 
on the left side, and anon on the top of 
the fence. Nor do I mean this criticism 
facetiously; I can think of no more de- 
scriptive simile. Now the author will 
say a thing that seems quite radical; 
then, as if afraid he has gone too far, 


' he will modify it in such a way as prac- 


The curious things witted band of real chile | 
of field and dren, under the cheery, 
tun-loving and marvelous. | 

stream and woods} ly informed leadership of a | 


father who loves and knows 
the out-of-doors. 
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the Gospels without a dogmatic prejudice 
that miracles are incredible, he will find 
himself convinced that they actually oc- | 
curred, and in particular that Jesus) 
Christ was really raised from the dead 
the third day, really gave to his disciples | 
the symbolical assurance of an ascension | 
heavenward, and was really born of a 
virgin mother.” 

These few sentences can give no idea| 
of the fullness and strength of this excel- 
lent volume. 
author yields a point here and there 
which ought to have been conserved, but | 
the argument throughout stedfastly makes | 
for faith, We shall await with eager- 
ness the second volume, on “The Person} 
of Christ, which will soon appear. 


The Approach to the New Testa- 
ment ee \™ mes Moffatt, D.D., D.Litt., 
Hon, A.M.).—There are many things to 
ete in this book, with its winsome 
and suggestive title. Alas! for the evan- 
gelical believer there are also many 
things to disapprove. The chief purpose 
of the work is to set forth, vindicate 
and apply the principles of the so-called 
“historical method” of New Testament 
criticism. That is what the author 
means by “the approach.” The first four 
of the eight chapters are largely intro- 
ductory and definitional, while the last > 
four discuss respectively’ the following 
topics: the historical method at work 
(two specimens), its task, some objec- 
tions to it, and its limitations. The book 
contains the second series of the Hibbert 
Lectures, delivered in May, 1924, in Lon- 
don and Cambridge, England. The fact 
that they were delivered on such a foun- 
dation and in such place and circum- 
stance is proof that the author is re- 
garded in his own country as a capabie 
and representative New Testament scho- 
lar. His previous books, especially his 
translation of the New Testament into 
beautiful, fluent English, also bespeak his 
familiarity with the ground he traverses 
in the present volume. Professor Moffatt 
has been recently on a lecture tour in 
America. 

The book proves its author to be one 
of the mildest, gentlest, most urbane of 
the “mediating” Biblical critics. You 


At times one feels that the | (see Orr’s “ The Resurrection of 





tically to take it back. Even when he 
veers to the evangelical side, he gives 
no reasons, no arguments, nothing but 
his bare ipse dixit. Evangelical people 
who want a positive and definite reli- 
gion, can get no secure footing from the 
author’s use of the “historical method.” 
In Chapter III, which is perhaps the 
best, he seems to insist on the divine in- 
spiration of both the Old and New Tes- 
taments, almost like an orthodox advo- 
cate; yet in many’ places he contemns 

“verbal inspiration.” He holds that “the 
critical mind” cannot accept New Testa- 
ment data at their face value. He 
speaks about the “legends” of Abraham 
and Elisha. He lauds Keim’s “Jesus of 
| Nazara” as “the most adequate critical 
biography of Jesus, in any language”; 
yet Keim was so rationalistic that he de- 
nied the bodily resurrection of Christ 
esus,” 
PP. 27, 113, 127, 140ff). Much is said 
about the Besse having “tradition” as 
their source, as if the apostles had not 
| associated directly with Christ,and there- 
are did not have first-hand information. 

the “substantial trustworthiness” 
7 7,4 Gospels is admitted. Luke’s “re- 
ligious conviction” led him to “material- 
ize” the resurrection stories. “But there 
is also the possibility” that the Gospel 
writers “were tempted to read back into 
the life of Jesus their later convictions.” 
Sections of the Gospel story are “due 
to the naive desire of presenting Jesus 
as the fulfillment of Old Testament pro- 
phecy.’ 

Dr. Moffatt’s “emo specimens” of the 
“historical method” at work on the New 
Testament text (Chapter V) are dis- 
tressing; for he actually evaporates the 
miracle in the Gospel narrative of the 
| feeding of_the five thousand, and cuts 
to pieces Paul’s argument for the two 
covenants illustrated from the story of 
Sarah and Hagar. What becomes of 
divine inspiration under such treatment? 

After making a good deal of ship- 
wreck, our author tries to salvage as 
much of the Christian faith as he can. 
But what is the salvage? We cannot 
tell—unless it might be that the New 
Testament is a pretty good book for 
social reconstruction. Nothing clear and 
determinate is said about Biblical inspir- 
atidn, the ruin of sin, the need of re- 
demption, the deity, virgin birth, incar- 
nation and resurrection of our Lord, nor 
of His atonement wrought for sinful 
men. After all the long and labored 
process, we cannot help asking, Cui 
bono? We can only hope and pray that 
the learned author’s lectures in America 
were more constructive, and productive 
of more positive results. (George H. 
Doran Company, New York, $3.00, net.) 
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aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 
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a change in your address. If in a club, 
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Giving Timely Notice of the 


Famous August Sale of Furniture 
At Wanamaker’s, Philadelphia 


Due to Open on Tuesday, August First, 


And to be Preceded by 


Three Days of Advance Inspection and Courtesy 
Thursday, Friday, and Monday, July 27, 28 and 31 


Wanamaker furniture stocks are known to be not only the finest and most valuable to be 
found in any retail store, but by far the largest and most interesting. 


Therefore the three days allowed for preliminary inspection of the wonderful displays of 
cabinet work, with their wealth of investment opportunities, are a distinct advantage to home- 
furnishers, especially those from a distance. 

The character of Wanamaker Furniture Sales is now known far and wide. Furniture goes 
from them into many distant States of the Union, and some to countries overseas. 

They have become a national institution, serving the homes of the country faithfully, year 
after year, and spreading the fame of Wanamaker furniture all over the land. 

All this has come about by reason of the quality of the furniture offered in them. The 
Wanamaker Sale is the greatest sale in the world because Wanamaker furniture ‘is the finest. 


This coming sale, like all the sales that have gone before it, will be built on quality from 
the very foundation. 


It will bring an offering of quality furniture without duplicate in the world in all the 
points that should weigh with the homefurnisher, whether he, or she, has one dollar or ten 
thousand to invest. 


Quality, beauty, desirableness, diversity. of choice, reliable savings—in all of these essentials 
it will be a sale without a counterpart. 


Now is the time to make a note in your appointment book to be here on Thursday, 
July 27, to see the magnificent displays and to take timely advantage of the unequaled oppor- 
tunities they will offer. 


So far as the right merchandise can enable it, the GREAT AMERICAN SALE will 
surpass itself this August of 1922. 


JOHN WANAMAKER, PHILADELPHIA 






































